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Meetings held at the Ermington Community Hall, 6 River Road, Ermington, NSW 2115  
on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month.  All Visitors Welcomed 

Editor : See Ting Ho     email :stho@optusnet.com.au 

The Meeting on the 21st July 2021 was cancelled due to the Covig Lockdown and restrictions. As 
I prepare this current issue, lockdown has been extended again, so I will presume the August 
meeting will not be on too.  When will we meet again...we will inform you by email. 
Our Annual Show in conjunction with the Cymbidium Club of Australia was unfortunately 
cancelled. The St. Ives show is not on and the postponed Mingara Show is now also cancelled, so 
is the Southern Orchid Spectacular.  No Shows!! Maybe next year. 
To keep the Newsletter going, as usual please send me photos of your plant(s) in flower together 
with their name(s).  If you have a problem about growing or anything about paphs. just send the 
question(s) to me by email and hopefully get an answer(s) for you.  If you have the time (who 
doesn’t with lockdown), do consider writing an article about paphs that you can share with us.  
Would welcome some new ideas about what you would like to see in the Newsletter. 
I have advised the Society’s Committee that this year will be my last year as Editor for the 
Newsletter.  I have been Editor since the 
start of the Society and 6 years is a long time 
at the helm.  Things have got a bit ‘stale’ for 
me doing the Newsletter, without much new 
ideas etc.  Perhaps with someone new at the 
helm, things will improve.  If anyone would 
like to put their hands up for the job, contact 
the President or Secretary.  I believe the 
Newsletter is a important part of our Society 
as we have quite a number of memberships 
from interstate and also members who are in 
NSW who cannot attend due to the distance 
to be travelled to attend the meeting.  The 
Newsletter serves as a communication as to 
what’s going on for these members.  
Members needs to also take ownership of 
the Newsletter..no point just telling me how 
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much you enjoy the Newsletter and learning from it.  More important, simple contribution like 
asking questions, a short note telling me what you would like to read or see in the Newsletter (I 
can get people to response) and sending pictures in for publication all helps!  Please consider.  
Behind the scene, I do get support and help but we have run out of ideas!!  
Well with lockdown, what better than to get busy with repotting your paphs! I just started doing 
my collection and it would take the best part of a month to finish.  Weather is warming up, and 
plants are showing sign of growth activity.   
Keep healthy and safe! 
 
Editor. 

 

 
All meeting nights is assumed cancelled under further 
notice.  All programs previously scheduled will be re-
scheduled.  
 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL DATELINE 

The dateline for publication in each month’s Newsletter is the end date of the previous month. Not all 
submission received will necessary be published as received, some may be published possibly at a later 
time. Your contribution is important for the success of the Newsletter, whether it come in the form of 
an Article, Picture of your Paph. blooms, Questions and Answers, Tips on Culture and especially 
suggestions from you what you would like to see in the Newsletter. The Newsletter is about sharing 
information! Contact me. 

Newsletter Publication: There has been quite frequent occasions when the Newletter has not reached 
our membership due to emailing problems.  Sometime it has taken me over a week of trying to resend 
to that member and still to no avail.  I would normally email the Newsletter out on a Tuesday night, a 
week out from our meeting night.  In future I will not be resending the Newsletter out and members 
who have not receive the Newsletter will have to request by email. 

 

Membership Subscription 
PLEASE NOTE : There is NO fees payable for 2021 for anyone who is financial in 2020. 
Fees are only payable for NEW membership. 
The Society's Financial year runs from January 1st until December 31st. 
Membership renewal fees are due in January.   
Single $20.00    Couple $30.00 



It is preferable that memberships are paid direct into our Westpac bank account by Electronic 
Funds Transfer.  
Acct. name:  Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc.  
BSB:  032 090 
Acct number:  828 552 
Please ensure that your family name is included in the transfer details. 
Cash renewals will be received at the January and February meeting. 
Treasurer. 
 
 

 
 

 

Questions& Answers : 
Question from Jan Robinson 

WINTER REPOTTING QUESTION 

 One of my Paph. is growing new roots above the top of the 
potting media.  Seems like a bad idea to disturb an apparently 

 
Growing Competition Judging 

(2 Years Each) 
 

Meeting to bring plant 
for judging 

 

Paph. New Foundation 
x Leeanum. 

Start 20/3/19 
 

 

Paph. Winston 
Churchill x Laketta  
Start March 2021 

 

New Competition 
To be Announce. 

March 2021 Done Done  
    

June 2021 Done Done  
    

September 2021 Yes Yes  
    

November 2021 Yes Yes  
    



happy plant during the July cold snap.  But if I leave it until Spring, won’t the new roots 
dry up and die by then, setting my plant back from a season of growing? 

What should I do?      

Answer from Seong: The problems you have with your plant are very common and 
different growers deal with them differently. 
I would not have worried about it for the time being since it is doing quite well the way it is and 
can afford to wait a month or two later to get repotted properly when the weather warms up. If 
you are really worried about the new root tips drying up, you can heap some potting mix around 
the base of the plant to temporarily cover the roots.  
I mentioned in my talk a couple of months ago that I repot my plants right throughout the year, 
even in winter but one has to be careful with watering in winter to avoid rot. 
 

 
What’s flowering currently-  
From Rod Nurthen 

 

          Paph. Fanaticum     Paph.Magic Mountain x Jenna Marie  



 

          Paph. Jenna Girl     Paph.Dodge City x Yosemite Moon 

From Veronica Clowes 

 

 



 
Paph. Invincible –parentage are 50% Paph hirsutissum 25% boxallii 25% insigne 
Lovely Specimen!! 

From John & Marie Bartlett 

 

 

         Paph. Fanaticum       Paph. Fanaticum 

 

          Paph. Invincible                Paph. Macabre Inn   



 

 

         Paph. Lady Macbeth      Paph. spicerianum 

 

         Paph. Magic Oro     Paph. Sally Berndt  



 

         Paph. concolor     Paph.Yelloz  

 

          Paph. Yellow Tiger       Paph. Neridah x Global Passport 



 

          Phrag. Calurum   Phrag. Memoria Eric Young 

 

         Phrag. Memoria Mariza Rolando     Phrag. Elizabeth March 



 

          Phrag. Evening Blaze     

From Trevor Yee 

 

 

            Paph. Sugar Doll                                     Phrag. Fritz Schomberg 

 



  

Paph. Jogjae L to R: Paph. spicerianum, fairrieanum, venustum 

From Joyce & Sam Atwal 

 



 

 

Note: Paph. Barbourn x C..Boyd(Cheryl Ann Boyd) 

From Jan Robinson 

 



Paph. Macabre Inn 

From Jeff Ahern 

  

 

         Paph. Charlie’s Girl ‘Tierdons Second’              Paph. spicerianum  

 

  

       Phrag. Fritz Schromburg’Noel’   Phrag. Evening Blaze. 



  
 
          Paph. fairrieanum. 

From David Judge 

   

   Paph. Joceyln          Paph. gratrixianum ‘Geyserland’  



 

Paph. ventustum ‘Astrid’         Paph. gratrixianum ‘Ratcliffe’ 

 

                                         Paph. Juliet  

From See Ting 



  

 

         Paph. Cameron Ho ‘Ollie’                                 Paph. fairrieanum var Bohlmannianum 

  

         Paph.Memoria Teck Ying ‘Yeowie’              Paph. fairrieanum 

 

 



 

Judging Sequential Flowering Paphiopedilums. 

In this group/subgenus of paphiopedilums a long inflorescence is produced with one flower 
opening at a time . When one flower is finished another opens and so on. They can be in flower, 
from the one inflorescence for many months. 

Occasionally for a short period 2 flowers might be open at the same time. This does not make 
them a multifloral (all flowers open at the same time) but a sequential. 

Species that make up this group are: Paph. chamberlainianum,liemianum, primulinum, 
glaucophyllum, moquetteanum, victoria-mariae, kalinae…and possibly others depending on 
which expert you follow. 

   

Illustration by Editor : L to R  Paph. moquetteanum, chamberlainianum and liemianum. 

Hybrids within this group are available but not common. Utgard, Pinocchio, Vendanta, John 
Suttor…etc are occasionally seen. 

When judging this group one must initially take into consideration  :- Firstly, Condition being 
fresh, free from blemish or deformity, and secondly parentage. 

Shape (35pts) should display a flower that is symmetrical with broad well balanced segments. 
Often petals are twisted and should be balanced on both sides of the flower. Dorsal sepals should 
be large, circular in outline and free of furling or rolling. 



Colour (35pts) This should be clear, fresh, and well defined. Free from smudges or blurred 
sections. Colour should be symmetrical around the segments of the flower. 

Size: (10 pts) When considering the size of the parents the flower size should be large and 
prominent. 

Substance & Texture: (10 pts) Substance should be firm and substantial. The flower should 
display itself without drooping. Texture should be glistening and fresh. 

Habit & Arrangement: (10 pts) Inflorescence is often arching but should be strong and support 
the flower. If more than one flower opens at the same time they should not be bunched or 
crowded. Flower should present in a self -supporting manner. 

Common Problems: 

 Weak stems 
 Crowded flowers 
 One flower fresh the other flower dying 
 Small flower size 
 Poor shape when parents are considered 
 Decrease in flower size as you move up the inflorescence 

 

 

JUDGING ROSTER 

Judges – if you cannot fulfill your roster, please contact Gary Hart. 

August 2021 
Irene & Ian Chalmers, Jane D’Olier & Christine Rethers 
 
September 2021 
Garrie & Lesley Bromley, Jan Robinson & Ken Siew 

 



BENCHING RESULTS 
July 2021 

No Benching as Meeting was Cancelled. 
 

 

 

 

PURCHASING FLASKS –What to know and look for. 

PURCHASING FLASKS –What to know and look for. 

by See Ting Ho 

Flask(s) can generally be source from : 

1. From Orchid Fair or Shows or Nursery where you can see the flask and buy what you want.  
Often overseas Supplier attending a particular Fair will send out listing for you to order and pick 
up at these Fair.  Choices may be limited if you buy on the day and you do not preorder, but the 
best way buy – what you see is what you get. 

2. From Importers where you purchase from a listing.  The importer may give you a landed cost 
price ie the price is in Australian Dollars and is what you pay for.  Some importers will provide 
you a listing with an FOB price usually in US dollars, they will than charge you the converted 
price in Australian Dollar plus a share of importation cost.  The risk here is you may get flasks 
that are not up to grade and you are committed to it. 

3.  From Ebay where you can buy it or involved in an auction for the flask. There will usually be 
pictures of the flask on sale. 

4.  From Nurseries or Laboratories that sells flasks locally. Unfortunately there are not many 
selling Paphiopedilum flasks here in Australia. 

5. Visiting Overseas Nursery and bring the flasks home with you.  Just make sure you are aware 
of the import requirement and quarantine rules.  Here, you are able to see the quality and 
condition of the flask on offer. Currently you can bring in 4 flasks per person without any 
paperwork etc.  Just make sure the flask are clean and does not have any contamination showing 
otherwise they will be confiscated. 

ARTICLES 
The Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. disclaims all liability for any losses which may be attributed to the use of any material 
mentioned in this Bulletin. The authors of all material are responsible for their opinions expressed herein. Articles printed in this 

Bulletin should not be reproduced without the permission of the Authors. Images must not be reproduced without the permission of 
the photographer. 



Flask normally don’t travel well in our postal/freigh system, so be prepared to deflask 
immediately upon arrival.  When posted/couriered to you, the parcel tends to be tossed around in 
transit and generally arrives with the flasking media breaking up and splash over the plants.  It 
may also contaminate during transit.  When this happens, the plants may suffer a setback. 

Put  your name down with Importers so you are in circulation as when an importation is planned. 
They will send or email you a listing for you to select what you want.  Depending on the 
Importer, they can provide you with a Landed price in Australian Dollars or they will give you a 
listing from the Nursery which is usually a FOB (Free On Board) price, usually in US dollars.  
FOB simply means importation cost is not included.  The Importer will then charge you a share 
of the import cost and the currency is converted to Australian Dollar.  Whatever you do, make 
sure you clarify with the importer how they charge, ask what happens if the flask does not pass 
quarantine ie do you forfeit what you paid or do you get a refund.  Purchasing this way can be a 
problem as you are buying the flask "sight unseen" and may get some good quality flask or 
terrible flask...the Importer cannot guarantee the quality either.  Purchase only from well known 
Overseas Nursery to minimise the risk of not getting a good flask. 

So...what is a good flask and what is a bad flask?   

A flask that you buy may have just been replated and the plants are small and without much 
roots.  These flask may have to be grown on before deflasking.  In such cases, the flask can get 
contaminated during this ‘Growing On’ period and will have to be deflasked no matter what.    
You will need to check almost daily for contamination, as it can be a matter of less than half a 
day and you see contamination sets in.  Good Reputed Laboratories will not release flasks for 
sale unless they are of the opinion that they are ready for deflasking. 

A good quality flask is one where there are even growing plants which has not overgrown to the 
top of the flask.  The roots are not tangled up, or overgrown that the agar (flasking medium) 
looks dry and cracked up.  There should not be much dead leaves if any at all.  These will be 
ready to deflask  immediately and generally will take off upon deflasking. 

An overgrown flask will have large plants which has grown to the top of the flask, plenty of 
roots all tangled up, the agar is cracked up and you will also see lots of dead leaves.  These 
should be deflasked immediately as there is probably insufficient nutrient left in the agar to 
sustain further growth.  These overgrown plants sometime suffer setback and take a while to start 
growing again when you deflask them. 

Always look for signs of contamination and they usually show up as a spot of mould which can 
be whitish, greyish or greenish in colour.  These can then enlarge and spread over the flask very 
quickly.  It is also important that the growing media is intact in the flask, not broken up during 
transport and is smeared all over the plants.  If this is the case, you will also have to deflask 
immediately.  Some of the contamination may be in all sort of colours, so check the flask 



frequently. The contamination are generally moulds which in the very short term will not kill the 
plantlets.  So deflask as soon, the mould can grow all over the flask in just a matter of a day!! 

Some flask will arrive with very small plants in them...such flask usually don’t travel well in our 
postal system.  Unfortunately...if they arrive all jumble up in the flask or contamination sets 
in...you will have to deflask immediately.  Small plants are much more difficult to keep them 
surviving the deflasking process and will generally take a long while for them to get going. 

Flasks generally comes in all shape and sizes.  They can come in conical bottles, Whiskey 
Bottles, Jam Jars and specially produced Polycarbonate or Plastic type containers.  The best one I 
found in terms of being able to handle the vigour of freighting are the Conical type flasks.  These 
type of flask has a very small opening at the top and a wide base.  As it is triangular in shape, it 
does prevent the base media and plantlets from much movement in the flask and hence will 
arrive in better condition then others. 

So here are some illustration on what to look for in a flask. 

 

Above is a Maudiae Type Paph. flask...the plants in the flask are at the right size.  If you look at 
the root system from the bottom of the flask...the roots are not overgrown and tangled up.  This 
flask will be considered a good flask to get. 



 

 

Above is a Compot after deflasking.  A Flask generally have 20-25 plants in them. This flask 
would nearly have 100.  The supplier has either supplied you a ‘Mother’ flask and has not bother 
to replate them or they have supplied you a flask in which the plant has proliferated greatly after 
replating.  The plantlets in these flask generally are very small and without much roots.  The 
plants are usually clump together...ie a few plantlets are clump together and impossible to 
separate them as not all plants in the clump have roots.  It is best you do not attempt to separate 
them...grow them as a clump.  They may in time separate on their own as they mature.  For the 

inexperience deflasker, a lot of these plants will 
not survived.  Plants from flask like that often do 
not grow well at all.  Some will take a couple of 
years before they grow normally and some will 
just not grow. A very poor flask indeed. 

Picture to the left shows what I call ‘leggy’ 
growth from a flask.  Sometime flask come with 
plants that looks like they have a stem.  These 
are just poorly flasked plants.  If you receive 
them, you have to bury the plant deep into the 
mix and encourage roots to develop from the 
nodes just where the leave are growing normally.  
These plantlet also takes a long time to settle and 
grow normally. 



In conclusion, if you know what to look for in a good quality flask,  then the plants will settle 
quickly and grow for you.  However most flask we obtain are from sight unseen...well you just 
have to wear it...whatever you got..do the best you can and don’t forget to complain to the 
supplier. Remember..sometime the importer are not at fault either, they merely import and don’t 
see the flask either until it arrives.   

From our membership at our Paphiopedilum Society, I have been told about a lot of bad 
experience from members who had a bad deal.  Ask around as to which are reliable sources.  
Find out from fellow members what experience they have from a certain source. 

Happy Growing!! 

 
Below are Adverts from our Sponsor – Please support them as 

they support our Society.Please contact them direct if you 
require more information. 

 

 
 

IVAN’S ORCHIDS 
Imported Flasks and Plants 

Ivan Viscovi, based In Queensland 
Ivan@ivansorchids.com.au 

 

EZI-GRO ORCHIDS 



ezi-gro@iinet.net.au 
 

 

 

SYDNEY ORCHID CENTRE 
Seong Tay 

An Online Website for Retail Sales of Paphs and Other Orchid. 
Paph. Society of NSW members receives 10% Discount. 

http://sydneyorchidcentre.com/ 

 


