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Message From The President
With the latest Covid 19 wave in Sydney and lockdowns since late June, we have missed a
number of meetings and, hopefully, there now seems an end in sight, particularly for at least
those who are vaccinated.
Like most others, I am fed up with being stuck in almost isolation as part of the lockdowns. Not
only have we had no meetings but there haven’t been any major orchid shows for more than a
year now and most of the Society shows, including ours, have also had to be cancelled. I don’t
know about everyone else, but I am getting withdrawal symptoms with not being able to attend
shows, mix with friends and buy orchids. I
think I need an orchid retail fix.
On the positive side, with so little to do and
nowhere to go, many of us have been
spending a lot more time with our orchid
collections and by now there should be no
weeds and everything should be in a lot
better condition. With the warmer weather
and the growing season commencing, it is
time to also be doing our repotting.
However, with no shows and meetings, at
our place we are running out of orchid
supplies and need to think of ways to
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replenish supplies of pots, bark, fertilizers, labels etc.
The vaccination rates are now getting high enough for the Government to start allowing the
community to open up so hopefully we can recommence our meetings soon. However, currently
there is little advice on whether indoor community halls can re-open in October and we are also
awaiting Council’s permission. Given this uncertainty, it has been decided NOT to hold our
meeting in October and to plan to recommence in November, when the wider community is to
open up after the 80% vaccination rate is reached.
As part of reopening, the NSW Government requires at least until later this year, those attending
venues, social gatherings etc to be fully vaccinated. This will include our November meeting so
it will be necessary for those attending to be fully vaccinated or have an authorised exemption.
This is a good thing as we must look after the safety of our members, particularly those who are
more vulnerable. We will let you know what is required to demonstrate this compliance once it
becomes clearer. I hope everyone has taken the opportunity over the last few months to get
vaccinated and now feel safe about mixing with others.
I know that things have been hard for a such long time, but in many ways we are lucky that we
have a hobby such as our orchids that can give us an interest and something to do. Like everyone
else, I am looking forward to recommencing our meetings and being with friends again.
As a separate matter, See Ting has been doing a marvelous job for many years now as the editor
of our newsletter. However, he now wishes to have a break from this and we are looking for a
new editor. Please consider volunteering for this role and be assured there are plenty of us to help
with putting the newsletter together every month.
Hope you are all keeping well and occupied and we will let you know when we can get together
again.
Cheers
Peter

Current indication are lockdown restriction will be
eased from 11th Oct 2021. We have to wait until the
Council’s advise is received on any requirement for the
use of the hall. Under the circumstances, our 20th
October 2021 meeting is also cancelled. Plans are being
discussed currently by the committee on having a
meeting again in November. When information is to
hand, you will all be adviced.

EDITORIAL DATELINE
The dateline for publication in each month’s Newsletter is the end date of the previous month. Not all
submission received will necessary be published as received, some may be published possibly at a later
time. Your contribution is important for the success of the Newsletter, whether it come in the form of
an Article, Picture of your Paph. blooms, Questions and Answers, Tips on Culture and especially
suggestions from you what you would like to see in the Newsletter. The Newsletter is about sharing
information! Contact me.
Newsletter Publication: There has been quite frequent occasions when the Newletter has not reached
our membership due to emailing problems. Sometime it has taken me over a week of trying to resend
to that member and still to no avail. I would normally email the Newsletter out on a Tuesday night, a
week out from our meeting night. In future I will not be resending the Newsletter out and members
who have not receive the Newsletter will have to request by email.

Membership Subscription
PLEASE NOTE : There is NO fees payable for 2021 for any one who is financial in 2020.
Fees are only payable for NEW membership.
The Society's Financial year runs from January 1st until December 31st.
Membership renewal fees are due in January.
Single $20.00 Couple $30.00
It is preferable that memberships are paid direct into our Westpac bank account by Electronic
Funds Transfer.
Acct. name: Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc.
BSB: 032 090
Acct number: 828 552
Please ensure that your family name is included in the transfer details.
Cash renewals will be received at the January and February meeting.
Treasurer.

Growing Competition Judging
(2 Years Each)
Meeting to bring plant
for judging

Paph. New Foundation
x Leeanum.
Start 20/3/19

Paph. Winston
Churchill x Laketta
Start March 2021

New Competition
To be Announce.

March 2021

Done

Done

June 2021

Done

Done

September 2021

Postponed

Postponed

November 2021

TBA

TBA

Questions & Answers :
From: Nil
What’s flowering currentlyFrom Ronald Boyd (Sorry Ron, missed putting this picture in last
month)

Paph. TB Sunny

From John McAuley

Paph. tranliemianum

Phrag.longifolium

From Trevor Yee

Phrag. Fritz Schomberg

Paph. delenatii fma. album

Paph. lowii

From Joyce & Sam Atwal

From Seong Tay

Paph. micranthum

Paph. rothschildianum

From See Ting

Paph. Ruby Peacock x Magic Tuxedo

Paph. micranthum

Paph. Michael Koopowitz(seedling)

Paph. vietnamense

Paph. Fumi’s Delight

Paph. Chui Mae Wong ‘Red #2’

Paph. emersonii

Judging Phragmipediums & Mexipediums
Judging this group of orchids requires an understanding , if hybrids ,of their breeding , and type
forms if they are species.
Hybrid Phrags are basically divided into the Phrag. caudatum style flowers which exist usually
in the green, brown, yellow tones, and the Phrag.besseae type flowers that exist in the red,
orange, pink tones.
Species Phragmipediums basically follow the same colour groupings. Mexipediums consists of
one species that has a white flower.
When judging the condition of the flowers, it should be clean, glistening, free of deformity or
blemish.
SHAPE: With the red/orange/pink group of phrags broad overlapping segments are rewarded
on a symmetrical flower. A flower free from furling, rolling or twists. On the green, brown
group the flowers often have more open shape, often with long twisted petals. Symmetrically
presented flowers are important with all floral segments being of high quality. Shape of parents
is an important factor in deciding what is reasonable in hybrids of this group.
COLOUR: Bright clear distinct colour with glistening texture is desired. Again colour is greatly
influenced by parentage and must be considered.
SIZE: Should be considered in comparison with parentage. In species it should be at or above the
type for the species.
SUBSTANCE & TEXTURE: Flowers should be firm and substantial in substance. The texture
should be glistening and bright.
HABIT & ARRANGEMENT: Habit should be on an inflorescence displayed well above the
foliage. The flower should be facing forward and not down facing. Many plants in this group are
sequential flowering . This needs to be taken into consideration when looking at the way the
flower/s are arranged. Mexipediums are basically a miniature species and have short stems.

FLORIFEROUSNESS: Consideration of parentage is important to assess what is a reasonably
expected flower count. Sequential flowering is common and placement on the inflorescence of
the flower can influence flower size and shape.
COMMON PROBLEMS








Large plant few flowers
Twisted furled flowers
Small flowers
Down facing flowers
Unsymmetrical flowers
Good flowers that by their nature are seen as insignificant
Lack of variety in flower colour.

Gary Hart

JUDGING ROSTER
BENCHING RESULTS
September 2021
No Benching as Meeting was Cancelled.

ARTICLES
The Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. disclaims all liability for any losses which may be attributed to the use of any material
mentioned in this Bulletin. The authors of all material are responsible for their opinions expressed herein. Articles printed in this
Bulletin should not be reproduced without the permission of the Authors. Images must not be reproduced without the permission of
the photographer.

PAPH SIBLINGS
One of the concepts that is difficult to get our heads around as “newbies” is how
two or more orchids with exactly the same parents can look totally different. Who hasn’t
been near a sales table at an orchid show (back in the Good Ol’ Days when orchid shows
happened!) and heard someone ask the vendor “what will this one look like?” as they
hold up a seedling with two photos on the tag. Maybe you’ve asked that question
yourself, I certainly have!
It’s easy to understand this concept when you think in human terms. Many of us
have brothers and sisters. Even though we have the same parents, we don’t look much
like our siblings. We may share common traits, but unless we have an identical twin, we
all look different. It’s similar with orchid pairings. Orchid siblings originating from the
same parents don’t look the same. The genetic makeup of each “child” is different,
resulting in a vast range of differences. Therein lies the challenge of getting a “good”
one!!
Last month’s Paph Society Newsletter showed a great example of this “sibling
differences” concept. On page 6 was a photo of Paph Macabre Inn grown by John and
Marie Bartlett, nicknamed ‘Barty,’ and on Page 12 was mine, we’ll call it ‘Robbo.’
When the hybridizer Sam Tsui made this cross in 2010, he took pollen from ‘Dad’
wardii and placed it on ‘Mum’ Macabre Station. The cross was successful and a pod
developed on Mum. (‘She’ is referred to as the ‘seed’ parent or ‘pod’ parent, as the seed
formed in her pod. ‘Dad’ wardii is referred to as the pollen parent.) Who knows how
many thousands of tiny seeds were formed through
this crossing, but luckily there was enough to make
at least one flask—and that flask found its way to
Australia!
As a species, Dad has strong singular lineage; Sam
would have used a very good line bred wardii for his
cross like this one of Seong’s that got an AM (photo
from OrchidWiz.)
Mum has an excellent pedigree, as her mum Paph
Macabre is the rather famous matriarch of the
extensive Macabre family. Mum Macabre Station is a
bit shy and I couldn’t find any photos of her. But
check out her nanna, Paph Macabre (photo also from
OrchidWiz.) Nanna has won over 200 quality awards
world-wide herself and her strong Maudiae-type genes
have been passed down to multiple generations of

superior paphs.
Have a look at two of the Macabre Inn “kids”
that came from this pairing.
This is Macabre Inn ‘Barty.’ You can’t see much
of Dad in this offspring except for maybe the
shape of the
dorsal, but Mum’s
Maudiae genes are
more apparent.
John and Marie
said: “After we
purchased 'Barty'
in October 2016, it has flowered every year around July.
The dark vinicolour in our plant is evident in 3 earlier
hybrids...Jolly Roger (2nd Gen.), Goultenianum (3rd
Gen.) and Vintner's Treasure (3rd Gen.). Macabre Inn is a
9th generation hybrid. The dark colour is also on the back
of the flower. The foliage is a bluish green colour and mottled which is similar to
wardii.”
Here is Macabre Inn ‘Robbo’ which I got in June
2012 as a seedling. July 2021 was the first time it
flowered and I have to say, it was worth the wait!
Clearly ‘Robbo’ picked up more sukhakulii from
Mum than any of the other species in Mum’s
background. Here (below) are two more photos
from OrchidWiz, a good sukhakulii as well as a
wardii. You can see how ‘Robbo’ is a great mix of
both of these, particularly in the dorsal shape and
colour and the spotting of the petals. ‘Robbo’
hasn’t inherited any of the dark vinicolour from its Mum like its sibling ‘Barty’.

What a difference between these two siblings – like chalk and cheese, as they say!! Can
you see now why vendors scratch their heads when asked “what will this seedling look
like?”
Cheers, happy growing, and here’s to getting a good sibling out of your next flask!
Written by Jan Robinson with input from Marie and John Bartlett

Below are Adverts from our Sponsor – Please support them as
they support our Society.Please contact them direct if you
require more information.

IVAN’S ORCHIDS
Imported Flasks and Plants
Ivan Viscovi, based In Queensland
Ivan@ivansorchids.com.au

EZI-GRO ORCHIDS
ezi-gro@iinet.net.au

SYDNEY ORCHID CENTRE
Seong Tay
An Online Website for Retail Sales of Paphs and Other Orchid.
Paph. Society of NSW members receives 10% Discount.

http://sydneyorchidcentre.com/
soc@theorchidmart.com

