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All future meeting has been postponed until further notice.
Well, another month gone by with no meeting. I understand Parramatta Council has allowed meetings
again to be held at the Hall and the Committee are currently working things out on how best to get back
to our usual meeting again. Needless to say, a lot of health safety practices have to be introduced etc.
Probably we will get back to meeting again in Aug. You will be notified as soon as a decision is made.
Thanks to all those who have submitted pictures of what is flowering currently, Q & A and some more
articles have been received. Keep this coming and those who have not contributed...please do...this
bulletin is all about sharing information. I have over the years had many questions asked by members
about various aspect of growing Paphs at our meeting. Now...why am I not getting these questions from
the members to be published?? So...come on members....submit your questions and everyone can learn
from the answers given. I did receive an email from a non member who has read our bulletin and has
provided me information that Hysan is still available from Queensland, so that is good to know.
For my part...all my flowering are simply being cut
off and benched on my kitchen bench. This will let
the flowering plant grow bigger and stronger
without the plant holding the flower for a long
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period. Those that are not removed, well there are
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have to put a Red Light outside the glasshouse
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door!!!
Its the peak flowering season for
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Complexes and Mauds and it is always exciting
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waiting for a potential champion to turn up from
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flowering the seedlings.
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Keep the contributions coming.
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Patron : Wal Rhodes

All Activities are on hold until further notice, due the the Corona
Virus restrictions current in place.

Membership Subscription 2020
The Society's Financial year runs from January 1st until December 31st.
Membership renewal fees are due in January 2020.
Single $20.00 Couple $30.00
It is preferable that memberships are paid direct into our Westpac bank account by Electronic Funds Transfer.
Acct. name: Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc.
BSB: 032 090
Acct number: 828 552
Please ensure that your family name is included in the transfer details.
Cash renewals will be received at the January and February meeting.
Treasurer.

Members contribution will be publish here where the
contribution is not in the form of an article.
Q&A
Question from John Bartlett:

I won this sanderianum from the raffle table in early 2016 and it grew very well, by August it had a leave span
of 400mm and by August 2018 a Leave span of 600mm and of course I was very happy with the continued
growth however around 3-4 months ago it started to turn the corner and gone backwards with the black/ brown
marks and looking limp and pretty sad. I removed it from the pot and checked the roots (good roots) which
appeared to show signs of going dark so I sprayed it and soaked the pot in a solution of phosphoric acid for
about an hour. The plant went to its growing area on the bench and over the next few months it has gone
backwards to what you now see. The roots have deteriorated (some rotten) and the couple that are left are firm
and turned black and I have continued to have hope as long as there has been signs of green however I think it’s
the end of the line for my former well growing plant. Have any of the members got any ideas where I went
wrong or what I could have done differently as I’ve usually been able to recover my sick plants.

ANSWERS FROM PREVIOUS MONTH.
Question from Alex Wunderlin:
We tend to have trouble with roots emerging from new growths but become
stunted and never lengthen...maybe pests are nipping the tips??

Answer from Editor : The problem here is easily solved. No...there are no sign of insect damage, what has
happen is the root tip has dried out from being expose like it is. When repotting your paph. you need to ensure
the roots are covered with your mix. In the above picture, you could probably place the plant lower into the pot
and cover the roots, to as much as 1cm above the roots. Paph. roots seldom regenerate if at all, so once lost it
does not regrow. This also could have happen with too heavy a flush of water when watering, which flushes the
mix out of the pot and leaving the roots expose. You need to check your plants...and top up with mix to cover
the roots.

Question from Stuart Webb (2mths ago):
What is the best way to prevent Erwinia rot and if it is present in your paphs what is the best way to treat it.
What chemical/s are the best to use.

Answer from Phillip Adams :
Firstly I fully concur with Rod Nurthen's comment that the ideal aim is to prevent Erwinia in the first place.
Watering as early as possible in the morning allows the plants the best chance of drying out by nightfall
especially the plant's crowns. Secondly I cannot over-emphasise the importance of good ventilation. In my
experience Erwinia is most likely to occur in the hottest, most humid months of December, January and
February.
I have experienced small outbreaks of Erwinia for the last three years in January when I have been away
travelling and delegated the watering to someone else. The difference is that while I hand water and can keep an
eye out for any early signs of trouble, the person who waters while I am away always waters by turning on the
overhead sprinklers and if the temperature goes above 35 degrees will turn them on again for short periods

irrespective of the time of the day. This is as I have instructed. As a result I have virtually no losses from the
heat, but the plants become vulnerable to Erwinia.
The chemical that I have found literally stops Erwinia in its tracks is Benzalkonium Chloride. It is cheap,
readily available under a number of commercial names and easy to use. Benzalkonium Chloride is used as an
algaecide in pools, for controlling moss on paths etc., and was used as a preservative to prevent bacteria
growing in multi dose bottles of injectable drugs for human use.
To the best of my knowledge, Benzalkonium Chloride was first used on orchids under the name Alginox which
I think is now unavailable. This contained 150 grams of Benzalkonium Chloride per litre and one
recommendation was to use this as a spray at a rate of 3 ml per litre. For the last three years, I have been using a
product from Bunnings called Glitz Spray and Go Concentrate designed to kill moss growing on paths. This
product contains 99 grams Benzalkonium Chloride per litre, so the dilution rate is 4.5 ml per litre. I now note
that there are several cheaper products at Bunnings in the Pool Chemical section that contain only
Benzalkonium chloride as their active ingredient. One, called Hi Chlor contains 150 grams of Benzalkonium
chloride pre litre. A two litre container of this sells for about $8 and is enough to make up an impressive 666
litres of spray!
Returning to the Erwinia problem, when I returned home at the end of January 2018 I found thirty or forty
cattleyas with Erwinia brown rot in the almost fully grown new leads and in several cymbidiums with the
centres of new leads rotten. After pulling out all the loose dead leaves from the cymbidiums I saturated
everything with 110 litres of the Benzalkonium Chloride mixture. I applied this with a fine watering nozzle via
a proportionator. It was 100% successful and not a single plant across several genera showed any sign of
toxicity to the chemical.
Returning home at the end of January 2019, I found a small number of cattleyas with early Erwinia and one
paphiopedilum - a plant of Paph. dianthum which was then a single fan with a leaf span of about twenty
centimetres. The central two leaves were completely rotten and had fallen over while the adjoining leaves were
also in the early stages of infection. This plant was a gift, so I pulled out all stops to try and save it. Firstly I
removed it from the pot and carefully cut away all the rotten leaf material I could access, although I could see
the rot continued down out of reach. To remove every piece of visibly affected leaf would have probably
destroyed the whole plant. After washing away all old potting mix, I then soaked the whole plant and pot
in a Benzalkonium Chloride solution for about twenty minutes before rinsing it and the pot and repotting it into
new [rockwool based] mix. Because I knew I could not access every part of the infected crown I then made up a
Benzalkonium Chloride solution in a spray bottle and squirted the centre of the plant every few days. I am
happy to report that not only has the plant survived, it has since produced a new side growth now 21 cms across
and as of this morning that new side growth is coming away with a new lead on either side. See Images.
A few days before going away travelling on 4th January this year, the fourth flower on a first flowering Paph.
rothschildianum opened fully. So as not to stress the young plant [about 14 years old!], I cut off the spike before
leaving. On returning at the end of January I was dismayed to see it also was suffering from Erwinia with the
central two leaves completely brown and mushy.
In this instance my intervention was less vigorous and I merely removed all the affected part of the plant I could
and then started spraying it every few days with the spray bottle. Once again this appears to have been effective
and the plant has three remaining leaves, but is coming away with two new leads one about a centimetre and a
half long and the other about half that.
Since everyone's growing conditions are different I suggest trying Benzalkonium Chloride on some less
valuable or otherwise dispensable plants before using it on your "best plant". My experience has been
overwhelmingly positive and I now spray all my orchids with it prophylactically a couple of times during the
high risk December to February period. I also keep a made up spray bottle and hit anything that looks in the
slightest way suspicious.
The first pic of Paph. dianthum shows the large surviving leaf from the original growth, the two new leaves now
coming from the centre of that original growth and the new growth behind.

The second pic shows the new growth coming from behind the large remaining leaf of the original fan and the
two new small growths coming away from it.

The third pic shows the now dry inactive necrotic areas remaining from now removed leaves and on the base of
the remaining large leaf.

Editor : This is the alginox that is not longer available. When
buying the alternative product, please make sure of the amount of
Benzalkonium Chloride in the product you buy and work out the
spray dilution rate. Even though it is used in swimming pool,
please do not think it is not a harmful chemical, it is at higher
concentration.
Last month I mentioned a product called Hysan....it is still
available from Horticutural Solution in Brisbane.

Whats flowering currentlyFrom Joyce Atwal

From John McCauley

Paph. wardii

Paph. venustum var measuresianum

Paph. Cross-Bow x Winston Churchill

From Ela Kielich

Paph.Pepperpuddle

Paph.Hama Calomii

From Wal Rhodes our Patron

Paph. Magic Oro x Gaymaid – a seedling.

From Gary Hart

Paph. Gaymaid x Tommie Hanes
-a first flowering seedling

Paph. Global Harmony
x Paeony – a seedling

From Peter Myer

Paph. spicerianum

Paph. Global Passport ‘Simplicity’

Paph. F.C. Puddle x Magic Mood

Paph. wardii fma album

From J & M Bartlett

Phrag. Hanne Popow

Phrag.Praying Mantis

Phrag. Cape Sunset

Phrag. Estée Hanson

Paph. Barley Sugar x Shapeley

Paph. Larry Heuer

Paph. Maudiae ‘The Queen’

Phrag. Calurum

Phrag. Pink Panther

From Heath Myer

Paph. Oliver Ho

Paph. fairrieanum

From Editor

Paph. Siaun

..can you see the caterpillar?
Phrag. Nicolle Tower..can

Paph. Norito Hasegawa – a seedling

Paph. fairrieanum – a seedling

Paph. tranlienianum – a seedling
-a miniture species

Paph. Hung Sheng Red Apple x fairrieanum

Keeper Or Tosser??
Here is an exercise to help you with your judging skills – for a Complex Paph.
In the past, there were many questions asked about how to select a Complex Paph that is good enough to do
well on the Benching. There are suggestions about pressing, ironing etc to improve the flower etc. Below are 5
First flowering seedlings belonging to Rod Nurthen. I have asked Gary Hart to write a brief note on Judging
Standards for Complexes which is provided here. Here is what you have to do...select a picture below which
you think that you would like to keep for a second flowering. Remember...this is not what you like, but what
would do well on the benching. We can only do this from Front view of the picture, so without consideration to
Size, Rear View, Side View and Overall Spike habit and anything else that cannot be reasonably consider
....make your selection. Next month...I will give you my opinion and see if we agree or disagree.
Complex/Standard Shape
Paphiopedilums
SHAPE: 35 points
The flower should be.
 Circular in Outline
 Full overlapping segments
 Concave – not excessively cupped
 Laterally symmetrical
This is the first major consideration
COLOUR & TEXTURE: 35 points
 Harmonious and appealing
 Colours/patterns should be clear, glistening ,vibrant with balanced distribution
 Texture waxy or varnished appearance.
SUBSTANCE: 10 pionts
 Heavy, substantial.
 Uniform throughout (firm strong)
SIZE: 10 points
 Substantial but not over emphasised.
 Segment sizes should not be exaggerated and produce a large balanced flower.
HABIT AND ARRANGEMENT: 10 points



Stem tall and strong enough to hold flower above foliage.
Flower held at right angle to stem, not up or down.

Picture 1

Picture 2

Picture 4

Picture 3

Picture 5

“You Be the Judge”
This is a new section where members can present a picture and ask our society judges an
opinion. For this purpose please sent in 3 pictures, a Closeup Front, a Closeup Back and a
Overall picture of plant and flower. If you can, a Closeup Side view will also assist. Judging
base on a picture is not so accuarate as in the flesh as certain information can be distorted eg
colour. So please remember this...this is an attempt to teach members to identify quality of
flower for show benching purposes and what to look for in a flower. If you get a negative
critic, don’t toss it away, if you like it, grow it!!
Judges, please point out Positives and Negatives or what could be better or improvement to
look for.
Submitted by Rod Nurthen.
A First flowering complex seedling Paph. Wonderful World (World Exploit x World Leader)
Dimensions: Width across120mm, Dorsal width 85mm,Petals width 60mm
For the Judges Review.
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A New Orchid Species.
Paphiopedilum lavatrina
I am writing this article to inform the members of a brand new Paphiopedilum species
(and variety) that has been discovered in the rather insignificant little county of Septica.
The species is to be called Paphiopedilum lavatrina and the other Paphiopedilum
lavatrina var. urinensis.(See attached pictures)
This species is to be found growing as a Lithophyte. That is to say it attaches itself to
rocks, in this case on a white bleached surface resembling a ceramic like finish, due to
this surface being constantly flushed with water. It also grows at low elevations close
to sea level and as such is not adverse a build up of salts. The flowers on these orchids
are typical of most of the slipper orchids, in that they have the normal number of
segments for the genus with the exception of an upright extension at the back of the
flower. At this point in time it has not been determined what this is for; some believe it
to be a device to remove unwanted detritus from the pouch. Speaking of the pouch it

has occasionally been found to have crystalline tablet like structures that give off a pleasant odour. Interestingly
enough when these are not present the opposite is defiantly the case, especially on hot days.
Also it has been noted that when these tablets are not present the orchid has a far
greater chance of being pollinated, usually by Blow Flies.
Another interesting point of note is that male growers seem to have better luck with this
orchid than the females do (maybe if the dorsal was left down). It has also been suggested
here that the female growers do not splash enough water around the base of the plant, this
should be noted when trying to cultivate this orchid. Spray it liberally all over for best
results.
In identifying these two species var urinensis has a more yellow appearance than the type
form. One must say that it is surprising that these have not been discovered earlier, being
very large flowers and usually found in convenient public places, although never when
you’re looking for them, this is more than likely the secret to its success as a species.
Good Growing Craig
Paphiopedilum lavatrina var urinensis

Below are Adverts from our Sponsor – Please support them as they
support our Society.Please contact them direct if you require more
information.

IVAN’S ORCHIDS

Imported Flasks and Plants
Ivan Viscovi, based In Queensland

Ivan@ivansorchids.com.au

EZI-GRO ORCHIDS
ezi-gro@iinet.net.au

ORCHID SPECIES PLUS
orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com

TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY
tinoneeorchids.com

SYDNEY ORCHID CENTRE
Seong Tay
An Online Website for Retail Sales of Paphs and Other Orchid.
Paph. Society of NSW members receives 10% Discount.

http://sydneyorchidcentre.com/

