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Meetings held at the Ermington Community Hall, River Road, Ermington, NSW 2115  on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the Month.  No Meeting for Dec. And Jan. All Visitors Welcomed 

Editor : See Ting Ho     email :stho@optusnet.com.au 

 
Minutes from the 15th Mar. 2017 Meeting. 
 
Meeting opened at 8.05 pm by President Dr Seong Tay with a warm welcome to all. 
Apologies:- Sylvia Lee Joe, Beth Bishop, Warleiti Jap. 
New Member:- Mr Mark Asbury was welcomed by all. 
New Growing Competition Details were outlined and plants distributed – (30 participants) Plant for this 
competition is Phrag Hanne Popow x Phrag kovachii. Looking forward to seeing these come through in 
flower. 
President Seong then:- Outlined the nights raffle plants which include plants of Paph druryi, Paph exul, Paph 
malipoense, Paph PEOY and a standard cross. 
                                    + Reminded members that there is no April meeting.....instead we will meet at Vice 
Presidents Rods residence  44 Lockerbie Rd Thornleigh on Sunday 16th April from 10am to 3pm for a social 
get together. 
                                    + Presented a prize to Bill Howse as winner of the last growing competition with Paph 
insigne. Congratulations. 
                                    + Introduced tonight’s guest speaker Gary Hart who is giving a talk on how he grows 
his paphiopedilums. 
                                    + Craig Scott-Harden then conducted the mini auction of four select plants. All four 
plants went for good prices and we look forward to seeing them back on the show bench. Top lot was a multi 
growth plant of Paph hirsutissimum “Aitch” AM/AOC. 
Meeting broke for supper. 
Upon resumption Seong introduced Gary who gave a detailed presentation on what he feels is important when 
growing paphiopedilums. Gary also emphasised that a basic understanding of how plants grow is essential. A 
summary of his talk can be found in the Bulletin. 
Craig then announced show-bench winners for the night. 
Best species :- Paph curtisii  -  S.T.Ho   
Craig outlined the difference between Paph curtisii and Paph 
superbiens as both plants were on the bench. 
Best Hybrid :-  Paph Hsinying Lime  -  S.T.Ho 
A really lovely green maudiae with lovely colour and shape. 
During the meeting another plant was put up for the judges to 
consider for an award. 
The result was an AM award to Paph Dollgoldi  owned by  
Gary Hart. Congratulations Gary. 
 
Members were reminded that Mr Ken Siew will be guest 
speaker at our May meeting telling us all about the parentage 
and evolution of complex paphiopedilums. 
 

President : Seong Tay 
V. President : Rod Nurthen 
 
Secretary : Gary Hart 
Correspondence : 16 Flide St. 
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Email : GazH@bigpond.com 
 
Treasurer : John McAuley 
Committee:  Craig Scott Harden 
            Daniel Coulton 
            Ken Siew 
      Marie Bartlett 
      John Bartlett 
 
Patron : Wal Rhodes 



 
REMINDER:- MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE. Bulletins will soon stop for those who have 
not renewed. 
Seong thanked everyone for attending and wished them a safe trip home. 
Meeting closed at 9.40 pm 

 

 
 
 
16th April 2017 – Unfortunately the Hall has been              
booked out.  In its place will be an OPEN DAY at 
Rod’s Place.   

When ? Sunday 16th April 2017 

Where ? 44 Lockerbie Rd, Thornleigh 

Time ?  10am - 3pm 
Come and see my backyard setup and have a chat and exchange 
ideas. Have a cuppa or a glass of wine and a nibble. 
Drop in anytime during the designated hours for however long you 
like – Rod. 
17th May 2017 -  Our First AGM. Ken Siew on 
“Complex Paphiopedilum Breeding”.  Next judging 
of Growing competition (Paphs). 
 
21st June 2017 – Meeting Night. 
 
19th July 2017 – Meeting Night with a Mini Show on   
Complex Paphiopedilum. Ian Chalmers - 
Paphiopedilums at the Tokyo Dome. 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  FEE DUE FOR 2017 
Single $20 Couple $25 

Please Note : If you join the Society in August 2016 or later…you do not need to renew your 
membership until 2018. 
 
Dateline : Your membership must be renewed by 30th April 2017.  Your Current 
Membership entitlement will cease after this time.   
 
Renewal can be made at the meeting to the Treasurer. 
 
If sending payment make payment to:- Paphiopedilum Society of NSW and send to Secretary, 16 Flide 
St., Caringbah. NSW 2229 
 
EFT :BSB :- 032-090 , Account Number:- 828552 Westpac Chatswood NSW. Important that you enter 
your name in the ‘Description on Recipient’s Statement’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
This section is for you – the members.  If you are looking for a particular plant (Paphs of course), have 
some growing issue and need advice or you just want to share some pictures or ideas you have, just email 
the information to the Editor.   
 
Editor :  A Get Well Soon to Bev Bishop who has been seriously ill but recovering. 
 
 

 
Editor : This Paph. armeniacum ‘TOM’ AM/AOC-
NSW belonging to President Seong is the NSWOS 
SPECIES Orchid 2016.  Seong tells me it came from a 
flask purchase from In-Charm Orchids in Taiwan.  
This cross had one parent being an ‘Album’..but 
Seong said he unfortunately did not get any ‘Album’ 
ones in the cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paph. Dollgoldi ‘Gold Wing’ owned by Gary Hart, awarded 
an AM at the meeting.  Picture by Garrie Bromley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THIS MONTH WITH MY SLIPPERS 
April 2017 

 
What a frightful March we have just had. Rain and more rain plus very high humidity. Hopefully the humidity 
will be lower this month. 
 
At the end of this month I will reduce my shading to one layer of 70% cloth which I will stay with throughout 
the winter until the end of August. 
 
As I always say water when required, not to a regular plan. I tell you how often I am watering just as a guide 
not as a rule to be followed. Usually through March I am watering twice a week if the weather is hot and dry 
and once a week when wet and overcast. The March we have just had led me on occasion to water less 
frequently than once a week it was so overcast and humid. 
Watering frequency is the most important factor in growing healthy Paphs. There are so many variables that it 
is impossible for anyone to say how often you should water. Variables include the weather, the compost you 
use, the age of the compost (old bark retains more water than fresh). You must work out for yourself each day 
whether to water or not. The best advice I can give is that if you are in doubt whether to water or not, put it off 
for a day and ask yourself the question again. More slippers are killed by overwatering than underwatering. 
 
Spikes on complex Paphs should still be appearing throughout April. As I advised last month, put the plants in 
spike in a place on the bench where you wish them to flower now. If you leave it until the spike is elongating 
you run the risk of having twisted spikes and off centre flowers. Not a good look. 
 
I am still fertilizing every second watering with Peter’s Cal-Mag Finisher at 400 ppm.  
 
I usually do my repotting in September, however, April can be a good time to repot if necessary and also to 
pot on some of the seedlings that were deflasked in the spring. Autumn can actually be a better time to pot out 
flasks than spring, although the seedlings will be growing slower they have a chance to get established before 
the hot weather of summer, especially if you can provide some warmth through the winter months. 
 
I have just about finished outfitting my second glass(polycarbonate)house. I will use this to provide a slightly 
different environment, mostly to cater for maudiae type slippers which require more heat in winter and more 
shade. 
 
 
Rod 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Growing Tips for the Month 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Species of the Evening 
Paph. superbiens       S. T. Ho 
 
Hybrid of the Evening 
Paph. Hsinying Lime (from Class 17B)    S. T. Ho 
 
CLASS 2. Sequential Species 
1.Paph. moquetteanum      S. T. Ho 
 

 
 
 
CLASS 3. Brachypetalum Species 
 
1.Paph. godefroyae var. ang thong fma. alba   Andrew Pau 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BENCHING RESULT FOR MAR. 2017 



 
CLASS 5. Paphiopedilum/Sigmatopetelum Species 
 
1.Paph. superbiens       S. T. Ho 
 

 
 
CLASS 6. Other Cyprpedioideae Species 
 
1.Phrag. Pearcei       Chris Nidigal 
 

 
 
CLASS 7. Species Seedling 
 
1.Paph. superbiens  var curtisii      S. T. Ho 
 

 
 
 
 



 
CLASS 13. Mulifloral Hybrids 
 
1.Paph. Prince Edward of York x sanderianum  
Registered as Shin-Yi Prince     Chris Nidigal 
 

 
 
CLASS 17A. Maudiae Type Hybrids, Coloratum 
 
1.Paph. (Supersuk x Singapore) x California Raisin   S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Hsinying Cherry Fairy     S. T. Ho 
 

 
 
 
CLASS 17B. Maudiae Type Hybrids, Albinistic 
 
1.Paph. Hsinying Lime      S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Hsinying Lime      S. T. Ho 
 

 



 
 
 
CLASS 18A. Novelty Hybrids 
 
1.Paph. Snow Squall       Bob Bishop 
2.Paph. Primcolor       Andrew Pau 
  

 
 
CLASS 19. Other Cypripedioideae Hybrids 
 
1. Phrag. besseae x Pink Panther     P. & J. D’olier 
Registered as Inca Rose 
 

 
 
 
CLASS 20. Hybrid Seedling 
 
1.Paph. Hsinying Lime      S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Gold Dollar x insigne     Bob Bishop 
3.Paph. delenatii x jackii      Bob Bishop 
Registered as Paph. Wössner Pinkjack 
 

  
 
15 plants benched 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUCCESSFUL PAPHIOPEDILUM GROWING -  TOP TEN TIPS. 
By Gary Hart 
Paphiopedilums are a relatively easy orchid genus to grow as long as you establish the right environment and 
ongoing management practices that keep them moving. I grow all types of paphiopedliums from the large 
exhibition type to the smallest of species. Their cultural requirements are basically very similar with a few 
minor considerations. Paphiopedilums do not seem to suffer greatly from insect attacks and diseases seen in 
many other genera. The secret is to grow them well and keep the growth moving. How do you grow them 
well ? These are my top ten tips. 
ENVIRONMENT 
I have started with what I feel is one of the most important aspects of orchid growing. So often we get caught 
up in acquiring plants , plants and more plants. How often have plants been lost because the housing for them 
was not appropriate. Acquisition can lead to overcrowding, inadequate cover from the elements , incorrect 
shading and overwatering. You MUST have a good environment set up that is filled with a reasonable number 
of plants. Construct a glasshouse or covered bush house with 70% shade cloth that is a least TWICE as big as 
you think you will need! Put simply set up a quality environment before to acquire plants and you are well on 
your way. 
ACQUIRING PLANTS 
Start off with healthy well rooted plants from a reliable source. Look for evidence that the plant is moving, 
new growth, flowering etc. The plant should be firm in the pot. If the top of the plant looks to be in active 
growth and glossy the roots are probably OK. Look at the potting mix, does it look old and stained or fresh 
and vital. Try to purchase some seedlings and mature plants, in this way you don’t have to wait long for 
flowers and have the fun of flowering  seedlings for the first time. 
REPOT REGULARLY 
This is one of the MOST IMPORTANT aspects of successful growing. Repot into new pots with fresh mix 
that has been washed. It is a false economy to reuse old pots , labels, old mix, your plants are worth the 
expense of new not old . I repot my whole collection during a two week period in September  every second 
year, only exception to this a small seedlings which I pot on each year. It is something you have to train 
yourself to do as it is hard to repot a plant that appears to be growing well. It does work ..... some of the big 
overseas nurseries repot every 6 months ! 
WATERING 
Watering or should I say over watering is the greatest killer of paphiopedilum orchids. If you are not sure if 
they need watering don’t ! wait a day or two. Water on sunny days in the morning . I water all my plants 
“over the top” so that the whole plant is wet. I am a great believer in foliage feeding and clean leaves. (face 
it:- rain doesn’t miss the leaves ) In summer I water twice a week and mist on very hot days to keep up 
humidity (about 50% is ok). In winter I water about every 10 days to two weeks. If you have tanks rain water 
is best largely because of the nitrates it contains. 
INSPECT YOUR PLANTS 
It is vital that you regularly go around and look at your plants. If you do this you become very quick to spot 
potential problems. Like most things, successful orchid growing is proportional to the amount of time/effort 
put in. I try to look over my plants every day just to see how they are progressing, meet up with snails/slugs 
and mealy bugs and give them a feed, and check for any flower stems. 
FERTILISE 
For me this is another important factor in successful growing. Paphiopedilums are not plants that  like 
excessive fertilizer. Over fertilizing are another way roots are lost and eventually the plant. I fertilize with 
Peters Grow Plus and Blossom Booster  every second watering at half the recommended rate(I like it because 
it has NPK +Trace Elements + Calcium)...also I use 9month slow release fertilizer in my potting mix. In this 
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way if the plants don’t get the Peters they do get fertilized every time they are watered with the Nitroso. I like 
to use Basacoat or Nitrosol  slow release suited to Native Plants. Fertilize all year round  (I don’t stop eating 
in winter!) You can use many many other fertilizers that are fine ..... just make sure your plants get a balanced 
feed.  
GROWING MIX 
Everyone has their own ideas on this and use a slightly different combination. My advice is most of them 
work fine, keep it simple, it is largely there to  hold the plant in place , sunlight,water,fertilizer etc make it 
grow. I believe the most important aspect is that the mix you use is fresh regularly replaced and allows for 
adequate air spaces. Currently I use medium bark, medium charcoal, jumbo perlite and find the plants take off 
when repotted. Lastly don’t grow mature plants in too fine a mix , water needs to escape, air spaces need to be 
present. 
UNIFORM GROWING 
Repot new purchases into your own mix ASAP. In this way when you come to water / fertilize / repot all your 
plants have a similar drainage pattern and relatively uniform requirements. So many people just bring home a 
new acquisition plonk it on the bench and wonder why it dies. It often dies because it is growing in 
Orchidmate or sphagnum moss, or fine bark etc all of which require different watering/fertilizing. If they are 
all the same you are on a level playing field. 
DIVIDING PLANTS 
I used to repot my whole collection in October/November like the “old timers” told me to. However it has got 
warmer and I now repot everything in August/September every second year. When you repot is a great time to 
divide. Sometimes the plant does it for you with pieces falling off the sides, with others needing to be 
physically divided. I rarely use instruments to do this I like to divide by hand with a twist and pull here and 
there... it works for me. Don’t be greedy, divide plants into two or three growths. With no pseudo bulbs  
paphiopedilums don’t like being broken up into single growths. Repot into a pot that matches the size of the 
root ball not the size of the leaf span.  This is another thing you have to train yourself to do , so often we want 
to over pot ,POT to the size  of the ROOT BALL. 
READ / ASK /LEARN 
Read as much as you can and apply this knowledge to what works in YOUR environment. When you achieve 
a formula that works don’t change it. Always be a good listener and consider what you are told....it may not 
be right .... it may not be right for your conditions ....but it might help you out. Remember there are growers 
out there who have learnt ,often the hard way, what works and what to avoid so serious consider what they 
have to offer. Ask questions, paph growers love to give advice. Learn from any source you can to arrive at a 
situation where your plants are growing so well you are proud of them. 
 
JOIN the Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. 
 
 
 

HAPPY EASTER 
EVERYONE!! 


