NEWS LETTER vol. 2 no. 3
Mar 2017

Meetings held at the Ermington Community Hall, River Road, Ermington, NSW 2115 on the 3rd
Wednesday of the Month. No Meeting for Dec. And Jan. All Visitors Welcomed
Editor : See Ting Ho email :stho@optusnet.com.au
Minutes from the 15th Feb. 2017 Meeting.
Meeting was opened at 8.03pm by President Dr Seong Tay with a warm welcome to those present.
Apologies were received from: P. Murn, Graeme Scott-Harden, Garrie & Lesley Bromley, B. Bishop, Fedora
Pristov, Nola Briscoe-Hough.
Visitors were welcomed : Mervyn Maher, Judith Brooks Roger Williams.
New Members welcomed : Janice & Mervyn Maher.
President Seong then:+ Reminded members that membership renewals are now due. Please pay Treasurer.
+ Changes have been made to the sales table. Limit introduced of two plants per member. If
plants remain members can come back again for additional purchases. This is designed to allow as many
members as possible a chance to purchase some plants.
+ Outlined some of the events that are planned for this year.
 Mingara Orchid Fair – Table Top Display 24-25th June
 Mini Show –Standard Paphiopedilums- July Meeting Night 19th July
 National Orchid Extravaganza Dural – Major Show for 2017 – 11-13th August
 St Ives Orchid Fair – Table Top Display 18- 20th August.
 Orchids in the Foothills – 21st National Orchid Conference Windsor 18-22nd July 2018
April Meeting will be held at the home of Vice President Rod Nurthen Sunday in April to be advised.
+ Outlined to members upcoming guest speakers for our meeting nights.
March – Gary Hart “Growing Paphiopedilums”
April – Sunday Meeting at Rod Nurthens home
May – Ken Siew “ Complex Paphiopedilum
Breeding”

President : Seong Tay
V. President : Rod Nurthen

+ Gave a description of tonights raffle plants which
included plants of Paph rothschildianum, Paph
sanderianum, Paph venustum (vinicolour), and
others.
+ Reported to members that there will be a new
growing competition starting in March with plants of
Phrag H. Popow x Phrag kovachii. Names were taken
from interested members.

Secretary : Gary Hart
Correspondence : 16 Flide St.
Caringbah NSW 2226
Email : GazH@bigpond.com
Treasurer : John McAuley
Committee: Craig Scott Harden
Daniel Coulton
Ken Siew
Marie Bartlett
John Bartlett
Patron : Wal Rhodes

Meeting broke for supper.
Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. disclaims any liability for any losses or damages which may be attributed to the use or
misuse of any material in this Bulletin

Upon resumption Seong introduced Dr Jane Wright who presented a very well prepared and
thoroughly enjoyable PowerPoint presentation on Maudiae Paphiopedilums. Jane presented a very
clear and concise look at the species that go to make up the “Maudiae” group. She covered species,
hybrids and intersectional breeding. How they are grown in Canberra and some fascinating insight
into climatic conditions experienced by the species in the wild.
Jane was thanked for her talk with a warm round of applause and thank you token from the Society.
Show Marshall, Craig, then announced to the meeting the nights winners, which were.
Champion species :- Paph superbiens var curtisii Shown by S.T.Ho
Champion Hybrid:- Paph Vanguard “GHW” shown by S.T.Ho
Winner of tonight’s growing Competition:- Michelle & Bill Howse
(NB:- Next judging of Growing Comp Plants will be at the May meeting)
Raffle was drawn with several members taking home some lovely plants.
Meeting closed at 9.35pm

15th March 2017 – Gary Hart on “How I grow
Paphiopedilum”. A Mini Auction of 4 Flowering
Size Plants will be held. Details of these
plants will be forwarded separately in an email.
19th April 2017 – Unfortunately the Hall has been
booked out. In its place will be an OPEN DAY at
Rod’s Place. Please see Details at the end of
this Bulletin.
17th May 2017 - Ken Siew on “Complex
Paphiopedilum Breeding. Next judging of Growing
competition.
19th July 2017 – Meeting Night with a Mini Show on
Complex Paphiopedilum.

MEMBERSHIP FEE DUE FOR 2017
Single $20
Couple $25
Please Note : If you join the Society in August 2016 or later…you do not need to renew your
membership until 2018.
Renewal can be made at the meeting to the Treasurer.
If sending payment make payment to:- Paphiopedilum Society of NSW and send to Secretary, 16 Flide
St., Caringbah. NSW 2229
EFT :BSB :- 032-090 , Account Number:- 828552 Westpac Chatswood NSW. Important that you enter
your name in the ‘Description on Recipient’s Statement’
xxxxxXXXXXXxxxxx

Here is an excerpt from Jane’s Presentation on the meeting night. Unfortunately David was unable to
make the trip.

Maudiae paphiopedilums
Jane Wright and David Judge
Maudiae paphs are hybrids of species in the Barbata group of the Section Paphiopedilum. Paph. Maudiae is
the hybrid between Paph. callosum and Paph. lawrenceanum, registered in 1900. Maudiae paphs are those
that have the same basic shape as Paph. Maudiae and usually, but not necessarily, contain Paph. callosum or
Paph. lawrenceanum in the parentage. As of mid-2016, Paph. callosum was in the parentage of 4,675
hybrids, Paph. lawrenceanum in 6,564 hybrids and the other most important species, Paph. superbiens
(including its synonym Paph. curtisii) in 6,415 hybrids.
Other species from the Barbata group that are important in hybridising Maudiae paphs are Paph. purpuratum
(1,205 hybrids), Paph. sukhakulii (2,176) and Paph. mastersianum (1,385). Paph. sukhakulii is popular for
imparting its wide, straight, spotted petals and Paph. mastersianum for giving a shiny gloss to the flowers.
A few species from the Section Paphiopedilum are also used, but by far the most important is Paph.
fairrieanum, with its interesting dorsal and down swept petals.
Maudiae paphs come in three colour forms. Albino flowers lack red pigment and appear green and white.
Coloratum is the normal pale pink to quite intense purple-red. Vinicolor paphs are very dark purple-black and
all the vinicolor Maudiae paphs were bred from just a few very dark clones of Paph. callosum.
As paphs are becoming popular again, there are quite a few breeders making Maudiae hybrids in the USA,
Europe and Asia and a few people breeding paphs in Australia.
A good Maudiae paph from the judging point of view has:
• Dorsal: Large, wide and flat, free of furling and twisting
•

Petals: Even, without furling, held symmetrically to produce a balanced effect when viewed from any
angle

•

Lip: Held vertically, in proportion to the rest of the flower and not projecting forward excessively

•

Colour: Clear and even

•

Stems: Long and straight

It’s easier to grow the hybrid Maudiae paphs than species from the Barbata Section. Clues to successful
culture come from the environments in which the species grow. Paph. callosum comes from southeast Asia,
where it grows from 300-1300m in cool, misty forests as terrestrials with their roots in the detritus on the
forest floor. They are subject to dry winters with temperatures below 10°C and monsoonal rains (>175mm
monthly) and somewhat higher temperatures in summer. Paph. lawrenceanum comes from Borneo where it
grows at 300-450m, in primary forests, on the ground or rocks with its roots in moss and detritus. It enjoys a
very constant temperature all year, with minimums about 20°C and maximums about 30°C. Average monthly
rainfall is about 300 mm, although down to about 100 mm in late winter. Paph. superbiens comes from
Sumatra where it grows at 900-1300 m on wooded mountain slopes, in rather bright conditions in deep humus
over limestone. Temperatures are quite constant throughout the year with minimums of 16°C and maximums
of 24°C. They receive abundant rain all year – average monthly rainfall is over 300mm.
What this tells us is that all the old advice of keeping paphs on the dry side is not right for Maudiae paphs.
Giving the plants plenty of water through the growing period in summer is the key to good root systems and
growth. Because rot can be a big issue, especially at lower temperatures, keeping the plants a little drier in
winter and never letting water remain in the crown overnight is important. So, water early on a warm day and
make sure the plant leaves are dry by nightfall.
In Canberra, we find that Maudiae paphs make great windowsill plants. Otherwise, we keep them in a heated
greenhouse with a minimum of 12-18°C, depending on budget.
Because they come from the forest floor, we use several layers of shade cloth over the greenhouse in summer,
both to reduce the light and to keep the temperature down. Humidity about 60% r.h. is good.
We pot to just hold the root system using 9-12mm Orchiata bark and use Peter’s CalMag Grower for
fertilising all year.
References:

Koopowitz, H. & Hasegawa, N. 1989. Novelty slipper orchids: Breeding and cultivating Paphiopedilum
hybrids. Angus and Robertson Publishers. Australia.
OrchidWiz Encyclopedia Version X3.1.
Editor : I have illustrated this article so you can appreciate Jane’s presentation article. Pictures are from my
personal album and David Judge.

This section is for you – the members. If you are looking for a particular plant (Paphs of course), have
some growing issue and need advice or you just want to share some pictures or ideas you have, just email
the information to the Editor.

There will be a Mini Auction of 5 Flowering size plants belonging to member Henri Choo. A separate flyer
showing pictures of the plants and blooms will be emailed out to you.

Growing Tips for the Month

THIS MONTH WITH MY SLIPPERS
MARCH
Wonderful, March is here at last, the days are getting shorter at a greater rate, the nights are cool, and an end
(hopefully) to the high temperatures.
In March I take off one of the the 70% layer of shade cloth (leaving 2 layers of 70%).
I am still watering when required and it usually works out at about three times a fortnight, but does vary with
the weather. The important thing is to water as needed. You can check this by either using a few ‘Test’ pots in
amongst the plants, that you can tip out the ‘Test Pots’ to check the moisture or to use some transparent pots.
March is the time when most of your spikes on your complexes should be showing. Check out SEE Ting’s
great article last month for wonderful advice. It is probably worthwhile to pick up each plant in your
collection, not only to check for spikes but also to check for mealy bugs. They have a nasty habit of
occupying places in the plant that you cannot see, so a thorough inspection is well worthwhile. If they are
obvious they are doing damage. Put the plants in spike in a place on the bench where you wish them to flower
now. If you leave it until the spike is elongating you run the risk of having twisted spikes and off centre
flowers. Not a good look.
I am still fertilizing every second watering with Peter’s Cal-Mag Finisher at 400 ppm.
I have only had a couple of problems with anthracnose this summer so my decision to leave out spraying with
Mancozeb seems to have worked out. My conditions must be better than I thought. Fingers crossed. If I can
get away without using a fungicide I will. However I will spray when it is necessary. There is no sense in
avoiding it if it is necessary.
March/April can be a good time to repot if necessary and pot on some of the seedlings that were deflasked in
the spring. Autumn can actually be a better time to pot out flasks than spring, although the seedlings will be
growing slower they have a chance to get established before the hot weather of summer, especially if you can
provide some warmth through the winter months.
Rod
SPIKE HUNTING : Most of the cold growers should be showing their sheath...insigne, villosum,
spicerianum, charlesworthii, henryanum and helenae. The complexes should also start to show their sheath.
Some Parvis will also show their sheath, however these will usually stay dormant for a little while until late
winter. Some Mauds are also showing their sheath....Happy Hunting!! Editor.

BENCHING RESULT FOR FEB. 2017

Species of the Evening
Paph. superbien var. curtsii

S. T. Ho

Hybrid of the Evening
Paph. Vanguard

S. T. Ho

CLASS 2. Sequential Species
1.Paph. liemianum

S. T. Ho

CLASS 7. Species Seedling
1.Paph. superbiens var. curtsii

S. T. Ho

CLASS 14. Sequential Hybrids
1.Paph. Vanguard ‘GHW’

S. T. Ho

CLASS 16. Parvisepalum Hybrids
1.Paph. Magic Lantern

S. T. Ho

CLASS 17B. Maudiae Type Hybrids, Albinistic
1.Paph. Hsinying Lime

S. T. Ho

CLASS 18A. Novelty Hybrids
1.Paph. Tatonka
2.Paph. Norito Hasegawa
3.Paph. Dellaina

Warleiti Jap
J. & M. Bartlett
B. Howse& M. Rose

CLASS 19. Other Cypripedioideae Hybrids
1.Phrag. Sorcerer’s Apprentice ‘Big Red’
2.Phrag. Jason Fischer

J. & M. Bartlett
S. T. Ho

CLASS 20. Hybrid Seedling
1.Paph. Hsinying Lime
2.Paph. Hsinying Lime

S. T. Ho
S. T. Ho

12 plants benched
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Paphiopedilum josianaea
Guido J. Braem1 & Kampanart Nimpoonsri2
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Abstract
The plant hitherto known as Paphiopedilum (formerly Cypripedium) concolor var. longipetalumis elevated to the
species level and described as Paphiopedilum josianae Braem & Nimpoonsri in honour of Mrs. Josiane
Guiard.
Introduction
After having published the second edition of the monograph on the genus Paphiopedilum (Braem et al., 2014), we
realised that we had overlooked a "distinct variety" of Paphiopedilum concolor which was dealt with in detail by
Olaf Gruss and Prapanth Iamwiriyakul in an article for Die Orchidee(Gruss&Iamwiriyakul, 2006).
In 1896, the famous Robert Allen Rolfe (1855-1921) described a new plant as Cypripedium concolor var.
longipetalumin volume 4 of The Orchid Review (Rolfe 1896). Rolfe recognised that the plant, collected in 1894, was
related to Cypripedium concolor, but reported that it was "remarkably distinct inshape". The variety was included in F.
Desbois's monograph of all slipper orchids (Desbois 1898) two years later, and transferred to the genus Paphiopedilum
by the German botanist Ernst Pfitzer in A. Engler, Das Pflanzenreich, IV, 50, Heft 12:57 (1903).
Little was heard of this member of the genus for more than a century. A few years ago, the plant appeared again
on the markets of Asia, and the plants available at this time were collected near the border of Myanmar and
Thailand in the area referred to as the Tanintharyi Division (formerly Tenasserim) and Olaf Gruss and
PrapanthIamwiriyakul (Gruß&Iamwiriyakul, 2006) superfluously transferred the taxon to the genus
Paphiopedilum, obviously overlooking the Pfitzer's publication of 1903. Unfortunately, the faux pas was not noticed
by many, and The International Plant Names Index (IPNI, 2014) erroneously lists the variety as
Paphiopedilum concolor var. longipetalum Gruss&Iamwiriyakul.
Results
Recently, enough information was made available for a critical review of the taxon, and the conclusion was
reached that the population of this taxon in the wild is quite variable in respect to flower morphology (Fig. 1).
Although it is evident that the plant is closely related to Paphiopedilum concolor (Bateman) Pfitzer (Fig. 2), the
differences between P. concolor and its "variety longipetalum" are at least as distinct as those between the
generally recognised species pairs P. anitum / P. adductum, P. lynniae / P. lowii, P. parishii / P. dianthum, P.
philippinense / P. roebbelenii, P. godefroyae / P. leucochilum, and others.

Fig. 1: Paphiopedilum josianae, 2 different forms

Fig. 2: Paphiopedilum concolor
The main difference is the size and form of the petals: whereas the petals of Paphiopedilum concolor are elliptic to
oblong-oval, those of P. josianae are elliptic to narrowly elliptic and about twice as long as in P. concolor. Furthermore,
Paphiopedilum josianae forms distinct autonomous populations, and obviously is a distinct, genetically stable entity.
For that reason we have decided to elevate P. concolor var. longipetalum to the species level, naming it in honour of
Mrs. Josiane Guiard of Voreppe, France.

Paphiopedilum josianae Braem & Nimpoonsri, stat. et nomen nov.
BASIONYM
Cypripedium concolor var. longipetalum Rolfe
inThe Orchid Review, 4: 54 (1896)
SYNONYMS
Paphiopedilum concolor var. longipetalum (Rolfe) Pfitzer.
in A. Engler, Das Pflanzenreich, IV, 50, Heft 12: 57 (1903)
Paphiopedilumconcolorvar. longipetalum(Rolfe) Gruss&Iamwiriyakul, nomensuperfl.
inDie Orchidee, 57(1); 70-72 (2006)
Description
Paphiopedilum josianae is an herbaceous plant, generally growing in pockets of decaying vegetable matter on
calcareous rock. Its leaves are elliptic tonarrowly elliptic, up to 15 cm long by 2.5 to 3.5 cm wide. They are
tessellated dark and whitish green, obtuse and bifid at the apex, densely spotted purple on the underside, giving that
surface an almost uniformly purple appearance.
The inflorescence is up to 8 cm high and generally carries a single flower. Pedicel, flower bract, and ovary are green,
spotted purple, and hirsute (Fig. 3). The pedicel is 2.5 to 4.5 cm long, the flower bract is approximately 2 cm long, and
the ovary is about 3.2 cm. long.

Fig. 3: Paphiopedilum josianae, pedicel, flower bract and ovary
Overall, the flower is 6 to 7.3 cm across, dark cream, spotted purple on petals, sepals and pouch. On the inner
surface of the dorsal sepal and petals there is a distinct, dense midline formed by the purple spotting. The spotting
on the flower varies greatly, but the dense midline is always present. The dorsal sepal is up to 4 cm long by 1.5
to 2.3 cm wide, oval. The synsepal is up to 3.7 cm long and equally oval. The petals are narrowly elliptic to elliptic,
4 to 5 cm long by 1 to 1.7 cm wide, pendulous to nearly spreading horizontally, but in most specimens hitherto seen
the petals arespreading at an angle of about 45 degrees to the vertical axis of the flower. The labellum is conical,
shaped like an elongated slipper, deeply saccate, more or less pointed, overall to 3.5 cm long by 1.3 to 1.6 cm wide.
The staminode (Fig. 4) is heart-shaped with a pointed apex, and the bibbed upper part thickened with a distinct
center cleavage, 8 to 9 mm long by 7.5 to 8.5 mm wide, light ochre.

Fig. 4: Paphiopedilum josianae, staminode
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Illustrations:
Fig. 1, 3 & 4: Dr. Nimpoonsri
Fig. 2: courtesy of Jerry Fischer (Orchids Limited)
1:Professor, University of Maryland University College, Europe — et Research Associate, California Academy of
Sciences (USA).
2: Mahidol University, Salaya, Thallande.

Open Day at Rod Nurten’s Place
When ? Sunday 16th April 2017
Where ? 44 Lockerbie Rd, Thornleigh
Time ?

10am - 3pm

Come and see my backyard setup and have a chat and exchange ideas. Have a cuppa or a glass of wine
and a nibble.
Drop in anytime during the designated hours for however long you like.

