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GROWING COMPLEX HYBRID

PAPHIOPEDIL MS

NURSERYMAN IVAN VESCO
SHARES SOME TIPS & .

With years of experience as a nurseryman, lvan shares ho':.
hybrid paphiopedilums successfully for sale in his nursery.

|
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President’s
Report

10 years of the Paphiopedilum
Society of NSW will be
celebrated at this month’s
meeting. Come along and join
the festivities.

Paph. Magic Lantern; Photographer:Jane D’Olier

Our February meeting will be a special Finally, it is not too late to renew your
celebration as we mark our 10th membership. Please note that this will be
anniversary. the last edition of our monthly newsletter

for members who have not renewed by the
Reaching this milestone is no small February meeting.

achievement. In a world full of competing
interests, it is thanks to a dedicated core
of friends who value the cultivation and
promotion of Slipper Orchids that our
Society has thrived. | commend every one
of our members for their ongoing support.

To help make the evening a truly joyful
occasion, please remember to bring a
plate of food to share. Invite an orchid
friend along as well so we can also show
them why growing paphs is so addictive.

JANUARY MEETING MINUTES 3
JANUARY BENCHING RESULTS 4

See what was benched at last months meeting

GROWING COMPLEX PAPHIOPEDILUMS 8
Nurseryman, lvan Vescovi shares some tips for
improving your growing culture

SPECIES FOCUS: PAPH LOWII 4

See what was benched at last months meeting

SPONSORS 9 What a happy little vegemite! Mexipedium
xerophyticum growing nicely in the greenhouse. It was a

single growth last year when | was lucky enough to win
it in the Society’s monthly raffle.

The Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. disclaims all liability for any losses which may be attributed to the use of misuse
of any materials published in this bulletin. Articles and images printed in this Bulletin should not be reproduced without
permission of the authors or photographer.
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JANUARY MINUTES

The Paphiopedilum Society of NSW General Meeting. Wednesday 21th of
January 2026 at the Ermington Community Hall, 6 River Road, Ermington, NSW.

President Trevor Yee declared the general meeting open at 8.00pm and everyone was welcomed.

VALE
Mr Quoc Ly passed away in late December after a prolonged illness. Our sincere condolences to
Stephen and the extended Ly family. A minute silence was observed by members present.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Dated 21 December 2025 included in the January 2026 Newsletter. Moved by Trevor Yee that they
be adopted. Seconded by S. Tay.

GENERAL BUSINESS

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Feb - 10th Year Anniversary celebrations

Mar - Mr Chu Xuan Canh - zoom presentation on Vietnamese Slippers
Apr - Phrags and the Andean Conference - lan Chalmers

May - AGM and Members mini-auction

Areminder to all members that subs were due by end of December for the next calendar year.
Single $20 and couples $30.

TONIGHTS PRESENTATION
Searles garden products suitable for orchid growing provided by Rohan (Area Manager for NSW &
ACT). Some samples were given to members along with a lovely tote bag.

GROWING COMPETITION

Paph. Winston Churchill x Laketta, Paph. Neridah x Mem. Teck Ying ‘Yowie’ and Paph. Lady Isabel.

Please see the benching schedule in the monthly bulletin for reminders. November 2025 was be
the final judging for this year’s point score. 2026 will begin in February.

PLANTS OF THE NIGHT
CHAMPION SPECIES - Paph. liemianum ‘TOM 1’ - J&S Atwal
CHAMPION HYBRID - Paph. Dollgoldi - J&S Atwal

MONTHLY 5 MINUTE GROWING SEGMENT

Seong provided some useful advice when buying plants off the sales table and what aspects

of plant health you should look closely at to ensure you’re buying a nice healthy plant. He also
touched on putting your plants back in the same spot and orientation to minimise the stress of
taking it out of the greenhouse.

RAFFLE

The raffle was drawn and Seong was thanked for the wonderful plants provided for tonight’s raffle.

MEETING CLOSED
Meeting closed at 10.00pm

VISITORS

NEW MEMBERS

A. Cullinan
P. Irwin
J. McEvoy

APOLOGIES

B. Wong

A. Mobbs

M. Drury

C. Scott Harden
L. Shan

D. Webb

J. Robinson

J. McAuley

JUDGES

K. Siew

K. Koutsoukis
D. Law
J.D’Olier

Trainee judges were also invited to
participate in the judging process.

RAFFLE PLANTS

1. Paph. Sander’s Parish
(Orchid Inn)
Paph. Gary Romagna (Ol)
Paph. rothschildianum (Ol)
Paph. (Ichiro Suzuki x
bellatulum) x roth (Ol)
Paph. rothschildianum x
Joyce Secton (Ol)
Paph. Shun-Fa Golden (HS)
Paph. Magic Lantern
(Hengduan Mountain
Biotech)
Paph. superbiens var. curtisii
(o1
Paph. javanicum (Ol)
Paph. mastersianum (Ol)




BENCHING RESULTS

CLASS 1 - MULTIFLORAL SPECIES - SECTION PARDATOPETALUM

1st Paph. lowii J&S Atwal
2nd

3rd

CLASS 2 - MULTIFLORAL SPECIES - SECTION CORYPETALUM
1st Paph. philippinense

2nd

3rd

CLASS 3 - SEQUENTIAL SPECIES

1st Paph. liemianum ‘TOM#1’

2nd

3rd

CLASS 4 - BRACHYPETALUM SPECIES

1st  Paph. concolor

2nd

3rd

CLASS 5 - PARVISEPALUM SPECIES

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 6 - PAPHIOPEDILUM SPECIES - PAPHIOPEDILUM
1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 7 - PAPHIOPEDILUM SPECIES - SIGMATOPETALUM
1st Paph. callosum ‘Pat’

1 &I Chalmers

J&S Atwal

W. Nguyen

J&S Atwal
2nd Paph. hennisianum var. christiansonii J&S Atwal
3rd Paph. braemii J. Major
CLASS 8 - PAPHIOPEDILUM SPECIES - MINIATURE

1st Paph.niveum T. Yee
2nd

3rd

CLASS 9 - OTHER CYPRIPEDIOIDEAE SPECIES

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 10 - SPECIES SEEDLING

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 11 - COMPLEX HYBRIDS RED

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 12 - COMPLEX HYBRIDS YELLOW/GREEN

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 13 - COMPLEX HYBRIDS PASTEL, WHITE/PINK/CREAM

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 14 - COMPLEX HYBRIDS SPOTTED
1st

2nd
3rd
CLASS 15 - COMPLEX HYBRIDS ANY OTHER COLOUR
1st
2nd
3rd

(1]

(2]

(3]

(4]

(5]
(6]
(7]

(8]

CLASS 16 - MULTIFLORAL HYBRIDS
1st Paph. St Swithin

2nd

3rd

CLASS 17 - BRACHYPETALUM HYBRIDS
1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 18 - PARVISEPALUM HYBRIDS
1st Paph. Magic Lantern

2nd Paph. Magic Lantern

3rd Paph. Memoria Arnie Linsman

£

28

PAPHS BENCHED
THIS MONTH

1& I Chalmers  [9]

J&S Atwal [10]
J&S Atwal 111
ILuke &A.Lu  [12]

CLASS 19 - PARVISEPALUM x BRACHYPETALUM HYBRIDS

1st
2nd
3rd

CLASS 20 - MAUDIAE TYPE HYBRIDS - COLORATUM

1st Paph. Doya Youbeautiful J&S Atwal [13]
2nd Paph. Montagnard J.Chang [14]
3rd

CLASS 21 - MAUDIAE TYPE HYBRIDS - ALBANISTIC

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 22 - MAUDIAE TYPE HYBRIDS - VINICOLOR

1st Paph. Hung Sheng Bay P.Nguyen [15]
2nd

3rd

CLASS 23 - NOVELTY HYBRIDS - SINGLE FLOWER

1st Paph. Edithiae J&S Atwal [16]
2nd Paph. Blagrose x delenatii M. Luu [17]
3rd

CLASS 24 - NOVELTY HYBRIDS - MULTI FLOWER OR BUD

1st Paph. Dollgoldi J&S Atwal [18]
2nd Paph. Dollgoldi J&S Atwal [19]
3rd Paph. Primechild C.Wong [20]
CLASS 25 - HERITAGE HYBRIDS

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 26 - OTHER CYPRIPEDIOIDEAE HYBRIDS

1st Phrag. Memoria Mariza Rolando J&S Atwal [21]
2nd Phrag. Unknown 1&l Chalmers [22]
3rd Phrag. Grande ‘Attracting’ J&S Atwal [23]

CLASS 27 - HYBRID SEEDLING
1st Paph. William Amber
2nd

3rd

CLASS 28 - SPECIMEN

1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 29 - NOVICE SPECIES
1st

2nd

3rd

CLASS 30 - NOVICE HYBRIDS
1st

2nd

3rd

1&| Chalmers [24]
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Paphiopedilum lowii is one of those slipper orchids that instantly catches your eye.
With its tall stems and dramatic, pouch-shaped blooms, it has a presence that
feels both exotic and elegant. The species was first described in the 19th century
by the English botanist John Lindley, originally under the genus Cypripedium. It
was later transferred into Paphiopedilum in 1892. The name lowii honours Hugh
Low, a British plant collector who encountered the orchid during his explorations
of Borneo. Naming plants after the people who discovered or collected them was
common practice at the time, and this species is a lasting tribute to his work.

In nature, Paph. lowii grows across parts of Southeast Asia, including Malaysia and
islands such as Borneo, Sumatra, Java and Sulawesi. Unlike many orchids that
cling to tree branches, this species is often found growing on limestone rocks or in
leaf litter on the forest floor. It favours humid, shaded environments, sometimes
near cliffs or mossy outcrops where organic matter collects and moisture is
consistent.

The plant itself forms a neat fan of long, strap-like green leaves. When in bloom
, typically from spring into summer, it sends up a tall flower spike that can carry
several blooms in succession. Each flower features the classic slipper-shaped
pouch, usually in yellow-green tones with darker maroon or purplish markings.
The petals are long and slightly twisted, giving the flower a graceful, almost
architectural look. It’s this combination of height, colour contrast and unusual
form that makes Paphiopedilum lowii such a favourite among slipper orchid
enthusiasts.

i

FOCUS ON SPECIES

-am 1> C 11 1 J

INTERMEDIATE PARDALOPETALUM ENDANGERED

DIFFICULTY SUBGENUS OCCURRENCE

L
10 .
LIGHT SHADE WARM 19-20°C 80-90%

LIGHT TEMPERATURE HUMIDITY

DESCRIPTION

This species is widely distributed
although endangered, found on
various islands across Malaysia and
Indonesia. Usually found on branches
and in the forks of trees, occasionally
found on rocks rooted in mosses

or leaf litter at elevations of around
760-1370m. It produces long, erect to
arching inflorescences, 60-100cm long,
that carries two to seven, sometimes
up to 9 flowers, each up to 14cm wide.
Flowering occurs during spring and
summer.

DISTRIBUTION




After decades of owning his own nursery, our resident exert, lvan Vescovi shares
his methods for mastering the cultivation of complex hybrid Paphs.

GBOWIN

OWPAPHI%éILUMS

Complex Paphiopedilums can be quite addictive to the hobbyist
and specialist grower alike. Their blooms are heavy in texture,
large and very long lasting. Blooms can last up to two months or a
little longer. A display of complex hybrids can be a stunning sight
on the show bench orin a collection. These plants are usually
hardy and easy to grow if you follow some general rules. These will
be outlined in the article below where we will seek to give you the
key elements for successful complex Paphiopedilum culture.

PLANT SELECTION

Good plant selection is an important part of growing any orchid
genera, so one needs to seek to select the best quality seedlings
and mature plants. The first and a key factor to observe when
obtaining your complex Paphiopedilum seedlings and mature
plantsis vigour. Signs of vigour are strong sturdy growth, and
healthy broad green leaves: avoid any plants where the leaves are
limp. Also avoid plants with discoloured leaves or markings as this
may indicate disease, or genetically weak plants.

When selecting complex Paphiopedilums, if buying advanced
seedlings, it is wise to check for any corrugation of the leaves as
this can be a sign of polyploid plants which may produce blooms
of a more desirable size and more colourful, shapely flowers of
greater substance.

POTTING MEDIUM Paph. Global Passport ‘Simplicity’
Potting media is an important factor in the production of healthy
plants. Complex Paphiopedilums require variations in media at
the different stages of their life. That is to say, newly deflasked
seedlings will require a finer potting medium compared to an
adult plant.

A good potting medium to plant newly deflasked seedlings into is
a combination comprising of 6 parts of 3 to 5 millimetre fine bark,
2 parts of 3 to 5 millimetre charcoal, and 2 parts of coarse perlite.
Other additives that can be used combined with this mixture are
fine coconut chip, and vermiculite.

The first step to preparing a good seedling potting medium

is washing the fine particles out of the bark. This can be done

by laying the bark out on a fine gauze mesh frame to enable a
thorough rinsing through with water. The bark should also be
pre-treated with a bark ph. sanitiser to adjust the bark to a ph. of
6 to 7. Leave the bark in a container of water with the ph. sanitiser
for a minimum of 72 hours before testing the ph. You can test the
ph. by taking a sample of the liquid for testing with an appropriate
ph. test kit. The other components are also rinsed to remove fine
particles, but are not treated with the ph. adjuster.

For 50 millimetre to 75 millimetre pot size plants you use the
same treatment and cleaning procedure for preparing the
potting medium, but the size of the components is increased. For
blooming size plants at the top end of the scale, for example, you
would use a medium size grading around 10 to 12 millimetres for
the bark and charcoal. Perlite should be super-coarse to jumbo
grade and the coconut husk if you use it should be around 6 to 10 Paph. Orchilla Chilton
millimetres in size. Blooming size plants should be potted into 100

millimetre pots and upwards. They also benefit from the addition

of coarse sized materials such as styrofoam or bark to around 20

millimetres deep in the bottom of the pot.

Itis important to consider that while these potting media are

8 www.paphsocnsw.org



appropriate for a set of conditions in a particular location. In

your own growing area they may not be completely appropriate
and adjustments may need to be made to the quantities of the
various components so that you can achieve the correct moisture
retention and draining requirements in your media.

GROWING SPACE

Vital housing factors for complex Paphiopedilums are the right
light, and good air movement. These plants require medium
light, and this can be provided under 70% shade cloth in a sunny
climate. You may consider to add cover to this to prevent rain
entering and for insulation if you are in a cold winter area. If you
arein a low light climate you will probably need to reduce the
percentage of the shade cloth to 50%.

Airflow is probably the most critical of the requirements for
growing any Paphiopedilum, so ensure that you create adequate
airmovement in your growing area if it not naturally occurring.
This can be as simple as adding a pedestal fans, which can be

a cheaper option in a small growing area. However, in a larger
enclosure, ceiling fans are the most desirable as you can set them
to updraft or downdraft depending on what you find works well
for you and by the season. An optimal setting is to have some fans
on updraft and some on downdraft if you have a number of them
to create a random airflow that can getin and around all areas of
the growing space.

In addition to fans, you may wish to add extra venting to the
bottom and top of the walls, that can opened and closed. These
vents should also be staged so vents at the bottom are not

in alignment with those at the top. In a full enclosed area you
may also wish to use an evaporative cooler to control summer
temperatures.

FERTILISER

Fertiliser for complex Paphiopedilums is given in moderation,

as they are not heavy feeders. They however can be fertilised
weekly with a half strength fertiliser solution. There are many
brands of fertiliser on the market today that will suit the purpose.
Alternating the fertilisers fortnightly is also of benefit. A good
combination fertiliser regime comprises of using a fish emulsion
(N:10-P:2-K:6), and an inorganic fertiliser (N:22-P:8-K:12).

Itis also important when fertilising your plants that you give them
a dose of liquid calcium at 1 millilitre per litre every 6 to 8 weeks,
and a dose of Epsom salts at 1 gram per litre every 2 months.

Lastly every 6 months you can apply 1/4 of a teaspoon of an
equal parts mixture of dolomite and blood and bone powder by
sprinkling over each pot.

PEST & DISEASE

Of pests and diseases, the main culprits that affect complex
Paphiopedilums are mealy bugs, and mites. These can be
controlled with a systemic pesticide and miticide respectively.
There are various products that can be found in different
countries, and as the trade names vary for the same generic
components from one country to another, | will not go into trade

names here. Use these chemicals as per manufacturer’s directions

only.

The diseases that are most prevalent with these plants are crown
rot, wet brown spotting, and root rot. The best way to control
these three rots is prevention by ensuring as previously stated
that you have excellent air movement. Should any of your plants
be afflicted with these diseases, firstly isolate the infected plant,
repot itimmediately into fresh potting medium and treat the
infected areas of the plant. Two effective fungicides to use are
Octaveat 1 gram per litre mixed together with 2 grams Mancozeb
per litre.

Another treatment that can be used is the application of fresh
cinnamon powder to the infected areas, which helps to dry it out
and also seems to have natural anti-fungal properties.

With wet brown spotting (Pseudomonas), it is important to
remove the dead areas of the leaf otherwise it will continue to

spread and eventually kill the plant. This is a bacterium so you will

need to apply a bactericide. A cheap but very effective treatment
is the humble Listerine mouthwash. Do not use the flavoured

variants as only the original Listerine is of use. Treat by cutting out

the dead areas, then spraying the Listerine onto the cut. You can
also apply cinnamon powder, but Listerine is more effective.

CONCLUSION

To conclude, | hope that this article will be of help to the
newcomer and advanced grower alike. The information given
hereis a good and general outline for successful cultivation of
these beautiful Paphiopedilums. It is intended as an overall guide
and you will as a grower come up with your own favourite media
and housing that is appropriate for your growing conditions.

It cannot be said strongly enough that prevention is better
than cure when it comes to disease and pests, and that you will
only get great results by providing the care and requirements
necessary for the culture of complex Paphiopedilums.

Larw Vegcod

Paph. Morning Sunshine ‘Charlie’

Paph. (Magic Mountain x Jenna Marie) x Thunder Eagle



Support those who so kindly support our Society
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Orchids of Distinction is a nursery/hardware business
specialising in pots, fertilisers, and any of your accessory
needs.

Specialising in breeding Paphiopedilums, many plants wil
be available ranging from tube seedlings to flowering
plants, also an extensive range of species orchid flasks
and select hybrids .

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.orchidsofdistinction.com.au

M 035334 7181 @ info@orchidsofdistinction.com.au
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THE ORCHID MART

AND :
SYDNEY ORCHID CENTRE |

Congratulations to the Pafhinpedffum Society of NSW
on your I0th Anniversary!

Seong Tay

Order online.
Paph. Society of NSW members
recieve a 10% discount.

1 soc@theorchidmart.com




