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Meetings held at the Ermington Community Hall, River Road, Ermington, NSW 2115  on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the Month.  All Visitors Welcomed 
Editor : See Ting Ho     email :stho@optusnet.com.au 

Minutes from the 20th July 2016 Meeting.  
President Seong Tay opened the meeting at 8pm welcoming everyone and thanking them for their attendance. 
 Prior to the meeting all the supper, show benching and sales table were set up and under way. Big thank you 
to all who helped set up, your efforts are appreciated. 
 
Apologies were received from:  John McAuley, Phyl Murn, Dora Law and Garrie & Lesley Bromley. 
 
Visitors  Mark and Evie Bocchi were welcomed. 
 
Seong then outlined to members:- 

- Plan for our first show to be held at Dural 12th to 14th August with benching 
between 9am and 4pm on Thursday the 11th. (Judging to commence at 6.30pm) 
PLEASE if you have plants in flower bring them as we are hoping for a successful 
and interesting show. The show schedule will come to you in the next few days 
with any updates attached. President thanked all who have donated to the show 
several of which did so tonight. 

- Tonights raffle plants which included plants of Paph villosum fma alba, 
philippinense fma alba,  Paph villosum var boxallii   etc. Again a sincere thank you 
to our President who supplies these very desirable plants. 

- The prospect of the Society purchasing plants specifically for purchase on the sales 
table. 

- Introduced tonight’s guest speaker Mr Ken Siew who will be talking on 
Paphiopedilums of  Thailand. -   Gary Hart was then introduced and gave a short talk to the 

meeting on:- 
           - Preparing plants for the show bench…..doing the 
little things that give your plant that “visual impact” that 
impresses the judges. 
Such things as correct staking below the ovary, early staking, 
cleaning pots, cleaning leaves, shaping your flowers using 
pipe cleaners, spacing flowers0t and general attributes the 
judges are looking for.  
Gary also presented another Paphiopedilum Book to 
members recommending it as a good read. “Slipper Orchids 
of Borneo” by P. Cribb. 
Finally a brief discussion on the importance of humidity 
when growing slippers was outlined. Emphasis was placed 
on not letting the humidity get below 25% . If it does, mist, 
fog, water floors, etc to bring it up. 
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Meeting recessed for supper. Big thank you to the ladies who look after us at supper time…you are 
appreciated. 
 
Meeting resumed and Ken Siew presented his talk of Paphiopedilums in Thailand. As always Ken presented 
an excellent PowerPoint presentation on the species found in Thailand, showing maps, environments, and the 
diversity that is experienced. He gave a special focus on Paph leucochilum showing the many colour forms 
(light spots to solid black) and how the nursery trade in Thailand produce these by the thousands. Ken then 
took us for a look at many of the brachypetalum group of paphiopedilums that are native to Thailand. To 
finish up we were treated with some excellent photos of the winners from the latest APOC show.  
What struck me was not only the quality of many of the species shown but the interesting a novel breeding 
that is taking place in the “novelty” group of paphs.  
A presentation that was thoroughly enjoyed , supported by a warm round of applause from the members. 
President Seong thanked Ken and presented him with a token of our appreciation. 
 
Craig then announced to the meeting the winners of our show bench judging .  
     Champion species was:- Paph wardii  shown by Seong Tay 
Wonderful colour, size , shape…..a real award quality superior flower. 
     Champion Hybrid was Paph Hsinying Malones shown by See Ting Ho 
Again a wonderful “Maudiae Type” flower of award quality. 
 
$10 sales tables vouchers were presented to both winners. 
 
Raffle was next drawn with the winner for the night being a very happy guest speaker, Ken Siew who took 
home a near flowering size plant of Paph villosum fma alba. (Ken also won second prize !!) 
 
Next meeting is Wed. 17th August : Guest Speaker Gary Hart on “Growing Phragmipediums.” 
 
Meeting closed at 9.40 pm with the President wishing everyone a safe trip home. 
 

  
 

 
12th –14th August 2016 – Our First show held in conjunction with the 
Cymbidium Club of Austalia Inc, 2016 National Orchid Extravaganza, Dural.   
More details to come.  Set up is on the 11th..refer to show schedule. 
   
17th August 2016 – Meeting Night - Growing Phragmipediums by Gary                       
Hart  
 
19th-21st August 2016 - St. Ives Orchid Fair, St Ives Showground. 

 
29th August 2016 – Sam Tsui from Orchid Inn USA presenting a talk at the            
OSNSW meeting 

                                          
21st September 2016 – Meeting Night - Paphiopedilum culture - Repotting                  
demonstration  Dr Seong Tay 

 
                                           7th-9th  October 2016 - Southern Orchid Spectacular Caringbah High School          

In the pipeline - Choosing Healthy Plants -  Genus Parvisepalum  
Reflection of our First Year.....Powerpoint of this years winning plants, "Big     
Supper"  Suggestions for 2017. 

 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 New Questions for this month 
 None for this Month...just email me your questions!!!! 
   xxxxXXXXXXXXXXxxxx 
 Last Month’s Questions and Answers 
 
Michell Rose : Desirable characteristics for benching plants? 
 
Gary Hart : Hi Michelle your question on desirable characteristics for benching plants is an interesting one. 
Firstly plants need to be healthy, free from insect life, in a clean pot, clean leaves and if necessary topped up 
with a layer of clean bark. Secondly the flower/s need to be in good condition, relatively free of blemish, 
fresh, free of any deformity and showing glistening texture. They should stand above the foliage and look at 
the judge. Nodding heads, bent stems, unusual angles should all be avoided.  
Next we must consider flower shape :- with large classical paphs the shape desired is a circular outline, 
slightly concave flower with broad overlapping segments. The flower also needs to be symmetrical (both 
sides of a vertical axis the same). With all the other paphs the shape needs to be broad, well filled in, 
symmetrical and if possible an improvement over the parents.  
Colour is the other desirable characteristic judges look for. It needs to be clear, distinct, vibrant, not blurred, 
smudgy, bleeding or dull. The texture needs to be glistening, glossy appearing lacquered. 
Many plants look at their best when grown into specimen size with several inflorescences. Desirable 
characteristics is all about , “Visual impact” ….. catching the judges eye ! 
 
Seong : Firstly, all plants benched must be pest and disease free, well-grown and clean with flowers shown to 
their best advantage, looking at you. 
As there are many different types of slipper orchids, from the species to the hybrids, the criteria as to what is 
desirable varies greatly, but generally a well-filled-in flower is preferred. 
Ideally, the flower must be symmetrical, both sides being mirror images of each other. The segments, that is, 
the dorsal sepal and the petals should be broad so that there is as little space between them as possible when 
seen from the front and the ventral sepal should provide a suitable background for the pouch which should be 
in proportion to the flower and not protruding forward too much. 
Colour should be clear and lustrous and any markings like stripes or spots well defined. If there is a suffusion 
of colour, it must be pleasing and harmonious.  
The substance of the flower should be strong for the flower to hold its shape and not appear floppy. 
The stem should hold the flower above the foliage without being exceedingly tall, and strong enough to 
require minimum staking or not at all. 
For the multiflorals, the number of flowers - generally, the more the better, and the way the flowers are 
displayed to show themselves individually in a uniform manner, are important. 
Larger flowers are generally preferred to smaller ones of the same kind. 

MEMBERS HELP LINE....??? 
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Bill Howse : Reliable or recommended growers and vendors and a rough guide on what is a reasonable price 
to pay (again, subjective and open to debate but what would you reasonably expect to pay or be paid for a 
seedling of a more common variety vs. a rare variety, or an excellent specimen even of a common variety, or 
a plant near or at flowering size)? 
 
Rod Nurten : Hi Bill, I grow mainly complex Paphs, so my answer will be about the purchase of them. Others 
can talk about Mauds, Parvis, Brachis, novelties and multis. 
 
Divisions of quality complex Paphs are rarely seen mainly because it can be difficult to successfully divide 
them. The few that are around are usually Grex that have been around for a long time. Although they may be 
older, they can still successfully compete with some of the more modern plants and are generally good 
growers, hence their availability. Clones that come to mind are Orchilla ‘Chilton’, Startler ‘Glace’, Winston 
Churchill ‘Indomitable’, Betty Bracey ‘Springtime’ and ‘Limelight’ and some Gaymaid. The best place to 
purchase these would probably be from other members of the society. Let it be known which Grex you are 
after and someone may have something for sale. I would expect prices for a single growth plant, any of the 
above mentioned clones to sell from between one and a few hundred dollars, depending on the Grex, the size 
of the plant and the vendor. 
 
I prefer to buy seedlings. They are a lucky dip, which can have its own excitement and this is where you are 
going to find the next level of show bench quality complex Paphs.  On average about one in ten is quality 
worth keeping and one in one hundred may turn out to be award quality. 
 
If you have suitable conditions and time, buying flasks is a good way to go. However if you do not have a 
good controlled environment, purchasing flasks can be uneconomical due to losses of plants and the length of 
time from flask to flower. 
 
I know of only one nursery that offers a large range of complex paph seedlings in Australia,  that is Ezi-Gro 
from Western Australia. Kevin Butler, the owner, sells complex seedlings from many quality overseas 
nurseries, along with those he has bred himself. The seedlings are usually a year or two off flowering and 
retail for between $25 and $30. I consider these to be very good value. Kevin usually has sales tables at 
Mingara and St Ives Orchid Fairs. He also sells online at http://www.ezi-gro.com.au/index.html . At time of 
writing his online Paph listing is out of date, but he does have an updated hard copy available if you give him 
a call. 
 
 
Gary Hart : Hi Bill your question on vendors and appropriate prices is a difficult one for two reasons. Firstly 
I do not want to be accused of having favourites (although I do) and the price paid is really based on what the 
market is prepared to pay. All of the Nurseries that are listed as sponsors on our show schedule supply good 
quality plants at reasonable prices.  
Having said that I will start by saying I look for plants to purchase that are:- well established in the pot, some 
of the latest breeding, produced from good parentage, are recommended by people I trust, healthy vigorous 
plants making new growth and unflowered.  
Price depends on availability, size and quality. Seedlings can range from $10 to $50 + depending on parents 
and how available they are. Divisions of known plants can range from $50 to many thousands depending on 
size, awards gained, and desirability. If you think a price asked by a vendor is a little high ask another paph 
grower what they think. Prices do vary a lot, shop around, ask growers if they have a division of a plant you 
are after it will often cost you less than a commercial nursery.  Basically Bill if you think the price is too high 
it probably is. 
 
Seong : The scarcity of home-grown-and-bred slipper orchids in Australia is a reason why slipper orchids are 
expensive to buy in Australia as most of what is available are imported from overseas, mainly from Taiwan, 
USA and Thailand. Some well-known and reliable Paph nurseries in Taiwan are In-Charm, Miao Hua, Hung 



 

 
This Month’s Tip 

Sheng and Ching Hua, just to name a few. From USA, there are Sunset Valley Orchids, Orchid Inn, Marriott 
Orchids, Paphanatics unLimited. In Australia, we have Camira Orchids, Robertson Orchids, Ivan’s Orchids, 
Ezi-Gro Orchids, Paphyville, Nicky’s Slippers and quite a few others. 
Prices vary quite a bit depending on (1) the quality of the parent plants – seedlings from quality awarded 
parents cost more, (2) the rarity of the species and their availability, (3) the amount of viable seed and rate of 
germination from a cross, (4) the colour form of the species and their hybrids – the albinistic forms usually 
cost more. One catalogue I saw offered a flask of 5 seedlings of Paph. malipoense forma album for 
US$1,500!!! while the ordinary coloured ones cost $120 for a flask of 20 plants! and (5) the ease of 
deflasking the seedlings – some species are notoriously difficult to deflask and have a high mortality rate so 
what survives for sale will definitely cost more. 
You yourself have to decide what you want to pay for a plant, how desirable it is to you, what you want it for 
(breeding or show purposes?), how urgent it is for you to acquire it or can you wait a few years when prices 
come down when more plants are available. 
Do shop around the vendors at shows and check their prices, check their catalogues if available, scour the 
websites of nurseries that offer Paphs for sale, compare prices and then decide for yourself what you would be 
prepared to pay for the Paph you want to buy. 
 
 
 Editor :  Start preparing your potting mix for the Spring 

repotting.  I prefer my mix to be moist before using, so any 
mix that has dried out, I will soak them in water over night, 
drain and place them into plastic bag to keep the moisture in 

until I use them.  Over the year, my spring seems to start in 
August...I say this for the reason over the last few years I have found my 

paphs root tips starts to appear about now...so I have commenced repotting mid August!!  
Check your plant’s root system and see what they are doing.  I usually start with the Complexes first 

as they have just finished their flowering season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Species of the Evening Paph. wardii        S. Tay 
 
Hybrid of the Evening Paph. Hsinying Malones      S. T. Ho 
 
CLASS 2. Sequential Species 1.Paph. liemianum       S. Tay 
2.Paph. liemianum       S. Tay 
 

 
    BENCHING RESULT FOR July 2016 



 

  
CLASS 5. Paphiopedilum/Sigmatopetelum Species 1.Paph. wardii        S. Tay 
2.Paph. venustum       S. T. Ho 
3.Paph. venustum fma. album      S. Tay 
 

  
CLASS 6. Other Cyprpedioideae Species 1.Phrag. longifolium       J. & M. Bartlett 
 

  
CLASS 8. Complex Hybrids Red 1.Paph. Personella ‘Gondor’      R. Nurthen 
2.Paph.Orchilla ‘Chilton’      S. T. Ho 
3.Paph. Blenhill x Sioux      R.  Nurthen 
 



 

  
CLASS 9.  Complex Hybrids Yellow/Green 1.Paph. Herbie Poole x (Gwenpur x Irish Luck)   J. & M. Bartlett 
 

  
CLASS 10. Complex Hybrids Pastel, White/Pink/Cream 1.Paph.  Lippewunder x In-Charm White    S. T. Ho 
 

  
CLASS 11. Complex Hybrids Spotted 1.Paph. Kevin Wilson ‘Yeowie’     S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Great Pacific x bellatulum     S. T. Ho 
3.Paph. TB Fruit Cake      R.  Nurthen 
 

  
 
 



 CLASS 12. Complex Hybrids Other Colour 1.Paph. Neridah x Jackie Graham     S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Pacific Fire x Lippewunder     S. Tay 
3.Paph. Neridah ‘Ernie’      S. T. Ho 
 

  
CLASS 17. Maudiae Type Hybrids 1.Paph. Hsinying Malones      S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. (Chilli Colorado x Jewelled Cicada) x Cherry Glace S. T. Ho 
3.Paph. Somers Hold       R. Nurthen 
 

  
CLASS 18. Novelty Hybrids 1.Paph. In-Charm Grace      S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Memoria Helene Colbert x venustum   J. & M. Bartlett 
3.Paph. Unknown       J. & M. Bartlett 
 

  
CLASS 20. Hybrid Seedling 1.Paph. Peter Black x Memoria Barbara Francis   S. T. Ho 
2.Paph. Beverley Rhodes x Invasion     S. T. Ho 
3.Paph. Illawarra x Verde Oro     R.  Nurthen 
 



 

  
CLASS 22. Novice Hybrids 1.Paph. Leeanum      B. Howse & M. Rose 
 

  
34 plants benched 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
Introducing our Patron…Mr Wal Rhodes.  Wal is based 
in Tea Gardens and has a small nursery which he call 
Camira Orchids specializing in just Paphiopedilums. 
Wal also regularly brings in Flasks from Taiwan on an 
Order basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

xxxxxXXXXxxxxx 
 
 
 

MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS AND INFORMATION 



  
  This image was sent by our Victorian member Darren Howard.  A 
first  flowering seedling of Paph. fairrieanum which has flowered 
off a small plant growing in a 2 inch pot.  He grows it cold.  The 
flower size is approx  H 5 x W 4 cm. 
 
                                                                                                 
           
  
 

xxxxxXXXXxxxxx  
 
DUE FOR RELEASE THIS MONTH!!!! 
 
Title: The Genus Paphiopedilum (2nd Edition) 
Author: Guido J. Braem, Guy Chiron, Sandra L. Öhlund 
ISBN:978-81-211-0905-5 
Year:2016 
Pages: xiv, 651; 222 coloured photographs (247 illustrations in total) 
Size: Royal 8VO 
 
I offer signed and dedicated copies 
Payment can be done by PayPal 
 
Single copies to Australia would be 120 Euros  (95 Euros + 25 Euros 
shipment and packaging) 
 
6 books can be shipped at a cost of 60 Euros for freight 
This is Shipment per DHL with tracking.  Insurance can be arranged 
if so require. 

 
(1) Total Tracking only possible when send per parcel (up to 5 kg) ... not when sent by "small parcel" 
(2) transit time normal service: 12 to 13 days - premium service 7-9 days.  
(3) Insurance must be paid extra ... ca. 15 Euros for insurance to 1,000 Euros.  If interested contact Guido J 
Braem on : braem44@gmail.com 
 

xxxxxXXXXxxxxx  
Editor :  From our friend David Judge in cold 
Canberra…currently flowering…..bearing in mind the cold 
Canberra weather and David is flowering Multifloras 
already…must find out his electricity bill amount..ha!ha!  Thank  
you David for the lovely pictures…keep them coming!! 
 
Paph Calloso-barbatum is a primary hybrid registered in 1890 by 
Jolibois.  The cross is Paph. callosum x Paph barbatum. 



 

  
   Above Left : Paph Formosa Lady                                   Above Right : Paph William Ambler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
I have a number of articles from Dr Guido J Braem, who has kindly consented with his permission to be 
published in our Bulletin.  For this I thank him very much.  Here is the first of many. 

 
THE INTRIGUING CASE OF CYPRIPEDIUM CROSSII, ITS PRIORITY OVER CYPRIPEDIUM CALLOSUM AND IT’S 

TRANSFER TO THE GENUS PAPHIOPEDILUM 
G u i d o  J .  B raem 

Schlechter Institute andCalifornia Academy of Sciences 
         NounheimerStr. 1 7       D-35633 Lahnau, GERMANY  Karlheinz Senghas  

             Botanischer Garten der Universitdt Heidelberg 
            Im Neuenheimer Feld 340 

             D-6900Heidelberg, GERMANY 
ABSTRACT 

Cypripedium crossii Morren was first mentioned in La Belgique Horticole for 1865 and described in the same journal for 1883. Its priority over Cypripedium callosum Rchb.f. 1886 is discussed and established. The taxon and two of its known varieties are transferred to the genus Paphiopedilum Pfitzer. 

ARTICLES 
The Paphiopedilum Society of NSW Inc. disclaims all liability for any losses which may be attributed to the use of any material 
mentioned in this Bulletin. The authors of all material are responsible for their opinions expressed herein. Articles printed in this 
Bulletin should not be reproduced without the permission of the Authors. Images must not be reproduced without the permission of 
the photographer. 



  Key Words:Orchidaceae,Cypripedioideae, Cypripediaceae, Cypripedium, Paphiopedilum, callosum, crossii,barbatum, sublaeve, potentianum, Taxonomy, Systematics, Orchid Hybrid Registration, International Code of Botanical Nomenclature, Saint Louis Code.  INTROD UCTION  
 During the preparatory work for the third volume of Braem, Baker & Baker, The genus Paphiopedilum – Natural History and Cultivation, the literature regarding Paphiopedilum callosum (Rchb.f) Stein was reviewed.The taxon referred to as Cypripedium crossii Morren has been interpreted as a synonym of Paphiopedilum barbatum by Braem (1988) and considered to be a nomennudum within the synonymy of Paphiopedilum callosum by Cribb (1987,1998). A review of the original literature has conclusively revealed that both interpretations are erroneous.  D I S C U S S I O N  
Cypripedium crossii was first mentioned by Morren (1865) in a short article in volume 15 of La Belgique Horticole,21 years before the publication of Cypripedium callosum (Rchb.f. 1886). In his 1865 article, Morren simply states that the Cypripedium originates from Peru and that it carries the name of its discoverer, Mr. Cross. No description or any further information is made available. However, plate 17, which is part of the article, shows a plant labeled as Cypripedium crossii. This illustration leaves no room to doubt that the taxon published by Morren as Cypripedium crossii is identical with the plant described as Cypripedium callosum by the younger Reichenbach in 1886. The Morren "note" has been interpreted as insufficient to be regarded as a valid and effective publication of Cypripedium crossii as an autonomous taxon, an interpretation generally based on article 42.3 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) generally referred to as the "Code." Article 42.3 (taken from the Saint Louis Code [Greuter et al. 2000], which is the effective version) reads,  "Prior to I January 1908 an illustration with analysis, or for non-vascular plants, a single figure showing details aiding identification, is acceptable, for the purpose of this article, in place of a written description or diagnosis."  And article 42.4 clarifies what is to be understood as an analysis:   “For the purpose of Art 42, an analysis is a figure or group of figures, commonly separate from the main illustration of the plant (though usually on the same page or plate), showing details aiding identification, with or without aseparate caption.”  The Morren note was accompanied by a color plate of Cypripedium crossii (Fig. 1).There can be no doubt about the identity of the plant published as Cypripedium crossii by Morren in 1865 is identical with the taxon we have hitherto referred to as Paphiopedilum callosum (Rchb.f.) Stein. The plate contains details that allow for the identification; two flowers are shown.The color plate clearly depicts the different aspects of the plant and flower such as shape and tesselation of leaves, shape and color of all parts of the corolla, from the front as well as from the back, detailed shape of the staminodal shield, the ovary, and the floral bract. In other words, all aspects relative to the identification of a slipper orchid. Thus the plate satisfies the requirements of Art. 42.4, especially as that article clearly states (see above) that the "figure" or "group of figures" do(es) not necessarily have to be"separate from the main illustration of the plant."If this were not so, the inclusion of the word "commonly" in article 42.4 would make no sense.  It is ludicrous to disqualify the publication of Cypripedium crossii by Morren in the scientific journal La Belgique Horticole knowing that the valid code accepts publication in trade catalogues or non-scientific newspapers before 1 January 1953, and in seed-exchange lists before 1 January 1973 (see Code, Article 



 30.3). As every botanist knows, a publication in a seed list generally means simple mention of the botanical (Latin) name. Thus, Cypripedium crossii is for all purposes to be regarded as validly and effectively published in 1865.  In 1883, in volume 33 of the same journal (La Belgique Horticole), Morren wrote an extensive article entitled "Cypripedium barbatum, Lindl. and its major varieties, crossi [sic.], warnerianum, etc. This article was illustrated with a colored plate (Fig 2). The plate reveals that the plant Morren described is identical with the plant he had depicted in 1865, thus the plant we have hitherto generally addressed as Paphiopedilum callosum (Rchb.f.) Stein. Morren writes, "Cypripedium crossi [sic.] has a very wide, somewhat trilobed dorsal sepal which is white, veined with green and crimson. It is transversallydivided in the middle by a crimson stripe. The petals are half-green and half-white with green veins and rose extremities. The lip is dark rose-brown." Thus, in 1883, Morren published a description of Cypripedium crossii, although he considered this plant 
to be a variety of Paphiopedilum barbatum Lindley. 

CONCLUSIONS 
In view of the facts delineated above, there is no reason to deny Cypripedium crossii Morren full taxonomic validity. Whereas the validity of Morren's publication of 1865 could possibly be a matter of discussion (but see below), the taxon was distinctly described in Morren's 1883 article, and clearly identified as an autonomous taxon identical to the species hitherto generally referred to as Paphiopedilum callosum (Rchb.f.) Stein. Both Morren publications predate the publication of Cypripedium callosum by the younger Reichenbach and therefore, Cypripedium crossii Morren is to be given priority in accordance with the rules of nomenclature. The taxon is to be transferred to the genus Paphiopedilum. The authors are well aware of the fact that conservative growers and hybridizers will argue that the name "Paphiopedilum callosum" should be retained because a multitude of hybrids has been registered indicating Paphiopedilum callosum" to be part of their ancestry. This argument must be rejected. The registration of orchid hybrids (and any other hybrids for that matter) is no concern to botanical taxonomy. Furthermore, the registration authority for orchid hybrids (Royal Horticultural Society, London) is by no means a taxonomic ruling body. Furthermore, if the horticultural argument were to be followed,the name "Cypripedium" would have to be re-instated for the genus Paphiopedilum (and other genera), etc. Last, but not least, the identity of (at least) some of the hybrids must be questioned. If we would reject a valid name because its use is considered to be inconvenient to horticulture, it would, indeed be best to ignore all rules of botanical taxonomy.  

TAXONOMY 
Paphiopedilum crossii (Morren) Braem & Senghas, comb. et stat. nov. BASIONYM:  Cypripedium crossii Morren in Belgique Horticole 15:226, t.I7,1865;Belgique Horticole 33:96-98 [97-98], t. 7,1883. SYNONYMS:  Cypripedium callosum Rchb.f, Gard. Chron. ser. 2,26:326. 1886. Cordulacallosa(Rchb.f.) Rolfe, Orchid Rev, 20:2,1912. Cypripedium schmidtianum Kraenzl.,Bot.Tidsskr. 24:13. 1901.  Paphiopedilum callosum var. Schmidtianum (Kraenzl.) Pfitzer in Engler, Pflanzenr. IV. 50. Orchiclaceae-Pleonandrae: 93.1903. Paphiopedilum callosum var. Angustipetalum Guillaumin, Bull. Soc. Bot. France ser. 4, 24:551.1924. The decision to transfer the following two varieties was a difficult one as their botanical validity is by no means established. The differentiation between the type variety (thus the autonym Paphiopedilum crossii var. crossii) and Paphiopedilum crossii var. sublaeve consists merely in var.sublaeve having somewhat smaller flowers with a smaller dorsal (cf. Cribb 1987, 1998). Reichenbach fil. (1888), in his original publication of var. sublaeve, simply notes that the plant came out of a batch of "Cypripedium callosum," and that "it might be supposed to be a natural hybrid. Cribb also states (loc. cit.) that the petals 



 of var.sublaeve usually bear warts only on the upper margin.This, however, also applies to the plant he depicts as Paphiopedilum callosum var. callosum on page 333 of his book (Cribb 1998). 
It is amazing that the validity and effectiveness of the Reichenbach fil. publication, rendered in a British horticultural newspaper and in English, without any description or illustration, has never been questioned, whereas the publication of Cypripedium crossii by Morren, admittedly in a Belgian scientific journal, and admittedly in French,should be denied acceptance although Morren's plant can be positively identified by the explicit illustration that is part of the publication. 
Variety (?) potentianum differs merely by the lack of the marginal warts on the upper margin and its narrower dorsal sepal (see Cribb 1998). 
It may very well be argued that these are phenotypes that are well within the normal range of a natural  species. 

 
 
Fig.1 Paphiopedilum crossii (Morren) Braem & Senghas, from Morren in 
Belgique Horticole, 1883 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.2 Paphiopedilum crossii (Morren) Braem & Senghas, from Morren in 
Belgique Horticole, 1883 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Paphiopedilum rossii varsublaeve(Rchb.f.) Braem & Senghas,comb.etstat.nov. 
BASIONYM: Cypripedium callosum var. sublaeve Rchb.f, Gard. Chron. Ser.3,3:331.1888.  
SYNONYMS:  
Paphiopedilum callosum subsp.sublaeve (Rchb.f) Fowlie,Orchid Digest 36:145.1972;38:187.1974. 
Paphiopedilum sublaeve (Rchb.f) Fowlie, Orchid Digest 43:224. 1979.  
Paphiopedilum callosum var. sublaeve (Rchb.f.) Cribb, Genus Paphiopedilum188.1987. 
Paphiopedilum thoilandense Fowlie, Orchid Digest 43:220.1979, nomennudum. 
? Cypripedium callosum var. wamerionum T.Moore in Warner, Select Orchid.PI.3, t. 11, 1878. 
 
Paphiopedilum crossii var. potentianum (Gruss & Roeth) Braem & Senghas,comb.et stat. nov. 
BASJONYM: 
Paphiopedilum potentianum Gruss&Roeth., Caesiana 5:39.1995.  
SYNONYM: 
Paphiopedilum callosum var.potentianum (Grub & Roth) Cribb, Genus Paphiopedilum, 2nd ed. 337.1998. 
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